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Painting by Gertrud Mueller Nelson 


A SAVIOR IS BORN — Angels heralded the arrival of a babe who would be king. Now, Christians must take on 
the task of spreading the Christmas message ... we have been saved by Jesus, who was born in a manger. The 
gouache painting is by Gertrud Mueller Nelson and is one of a series she created for a children’s Christmas 
book How Jesus Came (Thomas Wahl, O.S.B., Pueblo Publishing Company, New York). 


Msgr. Higgins examines economics letter 


By Joyce Carr 


ALCALA PARK — The U.S. bishops’ pastoral letter 
on the economy is a ‘‘long-range teaching document”’ in 
which they ‘“‘enter into dialogue about the ethical aspects 
of our economy, in no way pretending they have the final 
answer,’’ Msgr. George Higgins said in his lecture at 
USD’s Salomon Hall, Dec. 11. 


About 50 people heard the presentation sponsored by 
the Associate Student Body Speaker’s Bureau. Msgr. 
Higgins was an adviser to the five-member committee of 
bishops who spent three years consulting economists and 
writing the first draft of the letter. 


THE DOCUMENT stresses the responsibilities of the 
“businessmen, labor leaders, government officials’’ and 
others directly influencing the economy to “‘bring about 
needed reforms in our economic system,’’ he continued. 
The first half of the document which deals with the 
biblical, theological and natural law principles on which 
Catholic social teaching is based, is the heart of the 
letter,’’ he said. ‘“The second half applies those principles 
to a sampling of specific problems.”’ 


This pastoral has probably received more attention 
from the media than any other statement issued by the 
U.S. Catholic Conference, he said. Many who criticized 
it negatively did not read the entire document, while 


others relied on press releases and news stories for their 
information, he claimed. Msgr. Higgins labeled this type 
of criticism by writers with a national audience as 
‘irresponsible.’ 


However, the bishops will have to take seriously 
certain criticisms as.they rewrite the letter, he said. The 
one that will be most difficult to address comes from some 
Third World advocates who state that the section on 
“international problems must adequately reflect the 
sensitivities’ of underdeveloped nations and the ‘‘effect 
our economic decisions will have on them,”’ he said. 


UTHER ACCUSATIONS the bishops should 
consider are that the pastoral advocates ‘‘measures that 
have been tried and failed’? and that it does not pay 
enough attention to ‘‘the virtues and merits of the U.S. 
system,’’ he added. 


Msgr. Higgins refuted other criticisms of the pastoral 
as‘invalid — that it advocates socialism, that only the laity 
should be involved in discussing the economy and that the 
bishops were ‘‘neglecting their primary role of 
evangelization”’ by devoting so much time in drafting the 
letter. 


please turn to page 2 


Gift of ‘inner peace’ 
comes at Christmas 


On Christmas, we celebrate the birth of Jesus. The 
name Jesus means savior. In our age, certainly, we can 
see the need for a savior. Our life’s journey must be a 
growing up from that self-centered brand of pleasure 
where we want everything. So much in our lives deceives 
us into believing that we will be happy if we get what we 
want. This attitude leads us wandering in circles, vicious 
circles which end up in frustrations, anxieties, 
resentment. 


_ Christ comes to teach us how to give instead of how to 
get things. How to love, how to be aware of others’ needs 
and feelings. Christmas means Christ comes to be with us 
on our journey of -love, guiding, guarding and 
encouraging us, teaching us to love as He loved. 


IS IT not a strange and wonderful birthday when we, 
rather than the One who is born, receive the gifts? But 
that is Christmas. Christ was born, and because of this, 
we are graced with eternal life, a life that does not begin at 
the point of death, but now. Each of us is already in the 
process of everlasting life, exactly to the degree that we 
believe in Christ, hope in Him and love Him. That seems 
more than enough to make it a merry Christmas for all of 
us. Christ brings us peace. This peace comes because it is 
essentially Christian since a person discovers himself or 
herself in discovering God in Christ and Christ within 
himself or herself. We are each charged with the task of 
cooperating with God in the creation of our own lives, 
identities and destinies. We are each called to share with 
God the work of creating the truth of our identity. We 
must rid ourselves of the false self, and all that goes along 
with it — division, hatred, fear, violence, materialism. 
We must do this in unity and solidarity with other people. 


In Christ we are led to the highest form of self- 
realization. In Jesus, a person throws off his or her false 
self and discovers the real self. Division is healed as the 
real self is united with the innermost depths of one’s being 
and peace reigns. Then the meaning of life is restored and 
there is new motivation for a vision with authentic goals 
in life. In such an attitude and vision, no longer can we 
fall prey to the depersonalization of modern society, to the 
myriad distractions, illusions and glittering gems offered 
from all sides. No longer. will we come apart at the seams. 


In Christ’s coming, we can find that inner peace for we 
find a simplification in our lives, a freedom from those 
things that clutter up our minds. We begin to appreciate 
our fellow man on a deeper level. This kind of thinking is 
healthy and positive and enables us to know and discover 
ourselves and to discover others in our selves. When we 
find other people this way and begin to appreciate them 
anew, we realize that they are made to the image of God. 


IN THE birth of Christ, there is born a vision of 
greatness of the people and no people can live without a 
vision of greatness. Jesus reveals a new life. The tomb is 
not the énd of the story but of a chapter. The finale is to 
come when the tomb becomes a womb, pregnant with a 
new and larger life; a life where there are no more tears, 
no pain, no partings, what we call happiness. 


The most tenacious desire is happiness, and all seek it 
from dawn to dusk, year in, year out. This happiness is 
found in the birth of Christ, for in him flowers a love that 
will endure. It is a love that is divine. It is forever. Once 
we experience this happiness, it leads us to inner unity 
and peace. Then, we can bring that happiness, that peace 
and-unity to others and to the world around us. The great 
cause of peace between people needs all the energies of 
peace present in a person’s heart placed there by the 
Prince of Peace. 


I am wishing you that peace and happiness that allows 
you to sing the melodies of the angels, such as the 
listening earth had never heard before — melodies such as 
only to grace a triumph wherein the eternal God 
celebrated the victories of his own boundless love. ‘‘Glory 
to God in the highest and on earth peace to men of good 
will.’” As the night sky needs the stars for a glimpse of the 
heavens, we need the Christ Child to vision a glimpse of 
God’s boundless love for us. 


Cordially yours in the love 
of the Christ Child, 


Leo T. Maher, 
Bishop of San Diego 
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Briefs 


A NEW PARTY? — Democratic Socialist 
Michael Harrington told a forum sponsored 
by the Brooklyn diocesan newspaper that he 
would join a political party which had a 
platform similar to the U.S. bishops’ draft 


- pastoral on the economy. Harrington is author 


of The New American Poverty and The Other 
America. He was one of dozens of experts who 


operation. 


MEMORIAL MASS — Thousands of 
Poles crowded into St. Stanislaw’s Church in 
Warsaw for a Dec. 13 Mass marking the third 
anniversary of the imposition of martial law in 
that country, and the death of Solidarity 
supporter Father Jerzy Popieluszko. At the 


Official 


HOMOSEXUAL ISSUE — Archbishop ~ testified before the committee preparing the Mass, hundreds of candles glowed at Father Bishop Leo T. Maher a 
unis Ones orate aan ae ae bishops’ letter. Popieluszko’s tomb in the church. The priest, Thursday, Dec. 20, 5:30 p.m., Miramar 
Bie Sic Up Tove stnan eetese : y. an outspoken critic of the Polish Communist Naval Air Station, Mass and Confirmation. 
annually in city funding for charitable ‘TASTELESS’ — Cardinal Jaime Sin of government, was found dead in a northern Friday, Dec. 21, noon, bishop’s dining a 
programs rather than agree toa mayoral ban Manila accused Philippine President Poland reservoir Oct. 30. room, Cisse leh ye didcesanbottics 
on discrimination in hiring of homosexuals. At Ferdinand Marcos of tasteless behavior and staff. S 
issue is a 1981 order by Mayor Ed Koch misinformation when the president bared his : i ee : ; 
stating that social service agencies receiving chest for television cameras Dec. 8 to show he LACHINE, Quebec — The mother of jee eee Sea ae : 
city funds to run programs must pledge not to _ had not had an operation. In a speech Dec. 12, a priest formerly with the San Diego 2 ( ; ar 
discriminate in hiring on the basis of ‘‘sexual the cardinal said Marcos was ‘‘no diocese died here at age 92. Elizabeth Father Peter M. Escalante, or 
orientation or affectional preference.’’ The gentleman.’’ Marcos, who had not been seen Helen Hayes, mother of Father J. Ernest secretary 
archdiocese, other groups and the city have in public for more than three weeks, was Hayes, died Noy. 27. Father Hayes, who ‘ ; 
gone to court over the dispute. rumored to have had a heart or kidney SOAS belongs to the San Bernardino Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez R 
diocese, is a canon law student at St. Paul . ef! 
University in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. Saturday, Dec. 22, 4 p.m., ‘Tijuana, 
He was the principal celebrant and appearance on Channel 12. Tl 
homilist at two concelebrated Masses of 
the Resurrection for his mother. co 
Se 
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g g freedom is merely a distraction from the ay 
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During the 1971 synod of bishops in the Church in the world today,”’ he said. Vi 
Rome they said that, ‘‘preaching the ‘ “The institutional Church is fully 4 
Gospel” includes ‘participating in the prepared to dissent, not from the | 
transformation of the world.’’ Most American political system as such, but | 
theologians consider the Church’s when necessary, from specific SE 
mission of ‘‘liberating people from every government programs in the field of 10 
oppressive situation”’ part of her role of — public policy.’”” The ministry of the de 
evangelization, he said. ; USCC is ‘‘to advocate values of human an 
MSGR. HIGGINS traced the recent ‘Tights and social justice, not to seek a 
entrance of the U.S. Church into politics Sectarian voting block, endorse political Ai 
to John F. Kennedy’s election and  ~ Parties or candidates or to instruct people the 
administration. But the discussion on 0M how they should vote,’’ he said. ] 
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Into Thy hands, O Lord, we commend the spirits of these a a 


eternal happiness and peace. 


beloved ones who are gone before us into the realm of Thy 


AGUILAR, Francisco V. Husband of Dora Aguilar; Father of 
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Gloria Paulos, Thelma Flowers, Amelia Alhambra, Mary Butcher, 
Anita Carter, Carmen Aguilar Aranda, Richard & Alfred Aguilar; 
26 grandchildren; 18 great-grandchildren. Funeral Mass: Dec. 11 at 
Immaculate Conception Church. 

Goodbody Mortuary 
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SUMMERS, Margaret. Mother of Morris, Leo, Mark, Robert} 
Marge and William Summers, Florence Prutzman and Helen Dillon; 
16 grandchildren; one great-grandchild. Funeral Mass Dec. 11 at 
Blessed Sacrament Church. 

Goodbody Mortuary 
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Photo by Larry Plaster LYONS, Lura M. Mother of Thomas W. Lyons, M.D.; five N 

HAVE A BLESSED HOLIDAY — The staff of the Southern Cross, pictured above, want to grandchildren; one great-grandchild; six great-great-grandchildren. Die, 
express a sincere wish for a happy, holy holiday to all readers of the diocesan newspaper. Private ni emorinlinencices: re} 


Staff members, from left to right, are Larry Plaster, photographer; Polly Mason, advertising 
manager; James Gregory, subscriber services chief; Veronica Garcia, staff writer; Father 
Louis Copestake, editor; Susan Nowak, senior staff writer; Barbara Gonzalez, production 
manager; Joan Kuglen, secretary/receptionist; and Pernell Bryant, office assistant. 


Goodbody Mortuary 


MARTINEZ, Angel M. Husband of Rosaura Martinez; father of 
Angel, Adrian, Andres and Marco Martinez; brother of Sal 
Miranda, Louis, Blanca, Nomi and Claudio Martinez; son of Andres 
and Jovita Miramontez. Funeral Mass Dec. 10 at Holy Cross 
Mausoleum Chapel. 
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DAVID M. LEON - Broker 
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GOMEZ, Nestor. Husband of Marie Gomez; father of Ruben - 
and Theresa Gomez, Monica Gomez-Barraza; brother of Jose, 
Alfredo, Juana Gomez, Margie Martinez; one grandson, James 
Barraza, Jr. Funeral Mass Dec. 10 at St. Rita’s Church. 

Goodbody Mortuary 
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CAMPISE, Frank Anthony. Husband of Catherine Campise; 
father of Kathleen, Karen, Jeanette, Jane & Jean; brother of Arnold, 
Vincent & Thomas Campise, Rose Aquilante; three grandchildren. 
Funeral Mass Dec. 7 at Carmelite Monastery. Church. 

Goodbody Mortuary 


Advent-Christmas Music Series 1984 
ST. BRIGID'S CATHOLIC CHURCH 4735 Cass Street, San Diego 


Sunday, Becember 23rd 4:00 _ pam. 
The Ceremony of the Hanging of the Greens. 
St. Brigid’s Handbell Choir and Youth Choir. 


Sunday, Becember 24th 10:00 p.m. 
Concelebrated Christmas Eve Mass. The Mass in Honor of St. Nicholas 
by Franz Joseph Haydn Will be Sung by the Parish Choir of St. Brigid 

with Solo Quartet: 


PALMER, Elizabeth N. Mother of Ethel, Frank and Margaret 
Petty; seven grandchildren; 12 great-grandchildren. Funeral Mass 
Dec. 7 at Holy Cross Mausoleum Chapel. 


Goodbody Mortuary 


Fran Hansen, Soprano; Denise Lingvall, Alto; AN: 

Patrick plage Tener Bill NOL, Bass. BOULEVARD CHAPEL OO IO i cele 

The Otto Feld String Quintet, Oboes and French Horns. Jensine King, 5027 EL CAJON BLVD. | Dec 
Assistant Organist. Jerry R. Witt, Organist and Choirmaster. s- a 
THE REV. MSGR. SEAN MURRAY, PASTOR i 582-1700 } the 

THE REV. DAVID CROISETIERE, ASSOCIATE PASTOR N dini 
JERRY R. WITT, ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER : : } s H dire 
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Mexico thanks S.D. | 
for explosion relief 


By Veronica Garcia 


BAY.PARK — The bishop of the Mexican region hit 
by a gas explosion last month thanked the Diocese of San 
Diego Dec. 10 for the food sent to disaster survivors. 


The Church’s effort proved it ‘‘has not only a word but 
a hand to give,’’ Bishop Perez Gil said. 


*°THE FIRST hand extended was from the Diocese of 
San Diego and SHARE,”’ Bishop Perez Gil said. 


“‘A transport company in Mexico helped receive, store 
and distribute the food,’’ Bishop Perez Gil said, and in 
one week, over 500 parcels of food were distributed. 


The bishop commended Mexico’s government, the 
Red Cross and Mexico’s Department of Health for their 
efforts in ‘“‘remedying the situation in the disaster area.’’ 


BISHOP MANUEL Perez Gil, of the Diocese of 
Tlalnepantla, announced his appreciation at a press 
conference at the SHARE warehouse here. 


.Present for the bishop’s announcement were 
Sebastiano Cardinal Baggio, president of the pontifical 
commission for the State of the Vatican City; Bishop Leo 
T. Maher; Bishop Emilio Berlie of the Diocese of 
Tijuana; Father Joseph Carroll, director of the St. 
Vincent de Paul Center; Permanent Deacon Carl 
Shelton, director of SHARE; and Councilwoman Gloria 
McColl. 


Bishop Perez Gil presented medals of appreciation to 
SHARE staff members for organizing the airlift of nearly 
100 tons of food to the people of San Juanico, the area 
devastated by the explosion which killed over 500 people 
and left thousands more homeless. 


BISHOPS MAHER and Perez Gil thanked American 
Airlines for providing SHARE a 747 cargo plane to fly 
the food from Los Angeles to Mexico City. 


Bishop Maher recognized the truckers and drivers who 
volunteered to transport the food from San Diego to the 
Los Angeles airport.. 


“It is unfortunate that we don’t reach out (to others) 
until a catastrophic disaster like the one in Mexico 
happens,”’ Bishop Maher said. But, ‘‘SHARE is a able to 
reach out to the hungry in our own 
community...including to the greater needy in the 
Imperial Valley,’’ he added. 


“THE MEXICAN people’s response to the people of 
San Diego’’ for their assistance is “‘Dios se lo page’’ (God 
will reward you), Bishop Perez Gil said. 

Cardinal Baggio congratulated SHARE because it is an 
“institution for sharing and charity. Charity can’t be 
separated from faith.”’ 


““As Saint Paul said ‘without charity, our faith is 
dead,’ ’’ Cardinal Baggio said. People should ‘‘share 
whatever providence gave’” them, he added. 


FOR THE ‘display of brotherly love’? demonstrated 
by the food airlift, the San Diego City Council passed a 
resolution signed by the council and Mayor Roger 
Hedgecock, Councilwomen McGoll said. McColl 
presented the certificate to Bishop Maher and Shelton. 


McColl also gave a pin with the seal of the City of San 
Diego to Bishop Perez Gil — a memento that he might 
“‘remember his visit to the city.’’ 


Photo by Larry Plaster 


ANNIVERSARY MARKED —_ Bishop Leo T. Maher 
celebrated his 15th anniversary as bishop of San Diego at a 
Dec. 11 dinner held at the Hotel Intercontinental. The event 
was sponsored by the Saint Vincent de Paul center as a 
fund-raiser for its proposed multi-million dollar center for 
the homeless. Hundreds of well-wishers attended the 
dinner which raised $190,000. Here, Father Joseph Carroll, 
director of St. Vincent's, and the bishop look at the model of 
the proposed facility. 


By Susan Nowak 
RANCHO PENASQUITOS — Newborns of 


unwed mothers will receive a warm gift this 
Christmas from their ‘‘elders’? — preschoolers at 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel parish here and 
children from Sacred Heart Church in Coronado. 


The two-year-old blanket-making project at Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel was started by Barbara 
Bank, preschool coordinator for the parish CCD 
program. 

SHE WANTED to show the children ‘‘that 
Christmas is Jesus’ birthday and not a feast of 
abundance.’’ 


Eight blankets recently were given by the Rancho . 
Penasquitos CCD program :to Sister Barbara 
Welliver, CHS, for her adoptive services program 
at Catholic Community Services. 


The 100 students in Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel’s preschool CCD program are separated 
into eight classes. Each class decorated a piece of 
material big enough to be made into a 36-by-44 inch 
crib quilt. 

ONE MOTHER of a student from each class 
volunteered to sew it together with batting and 

‘backing. Some mothers added a ruffle, decorated 
with bias tape or quilted the blanket, Mrs. Bank 
said. 

During a Dec. 9 Mass, the preschoolers brought 
the blankets to the altar to offer them as a gift to 
Jesus for his birthday. The blankets are ‘‘really 
beautiful,’? Mrs. Bank said. ‘‘It’s teaching (the 


Children spread holiday warmth 


WARM WISHES — Preschoolers from Our Lady of Mount Carmel parish in Rancho Pefiasquitos brought baby quilts to the 
altar during a Dec. 9 Mass held at their church. The children and their mothers worked together to make blankets for women 
counseled by Catholic Community Services Maternal and Child Services d 


children) giving and tying the secular with the 
sacred,’’ she added. 


Other efforts have been made to link the secular 
_and the sacred at Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Mrs. 
Bank said. Last year they had Santa Claus come 
and pray with the children. The students were told 
Saint Nicholas was a person who loved Jesus. 


THIS YEAR, on Christmas day, families will be 
asked to bring a present for Jesus. After every Mass 
on Christmas day parishioners will eat birthday 
cake, she said. 


She thinks the blanket-making affirms a pro-life 
mentality, since the covers go to children whose 
mothers are not married but have chosen birth over 
abortion. 


“T think that is reaffirming the decision they’ve 
made,’’ Mrs. Bank said. Just as Mary made a 
difficult decision to become the mother of God, 
these women have had to make a tough choice. 
Blankets are the childrens’ way of saying, ‘“This 
baby that you had is baby Jesus.”’ 


AT SACRED Heart Church in Coronado 
children bring wrapped presents from their families. 
The gifts are brought to the altar during the 
offertory procession at the 5:30 p.m. Christmas Eve 
Mass. 


The presents are placed under a Christmas tree in 
the church and eventually are given to. Sister 
Barbara for the women counseled by her 
department at CCS, said Carol Borunda, DCM at 
Sacred Heart Church. 


Photo by Larry Plaster 
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Christmas pledge calls for ‘different focus’ this season 


Seriously, he said he wanted his parishioners to be 
exposed to a different approach to the holiday. 


By Susan Nowak 

SAN DIEGO — A Christmas pledge calling for new 
ways of celebrating the holiday was distributed by a priest 
who approved of its ‘‘different focus’’ and by another who 
liked the ‘‘alternative’’ posed by it. 

Father Michael Gallagher, pastor of the Immaculata 
had a few hundred copies of ‘‘A Christmas Pledge’’ 
printed and placed near the front doors of his church. 

THE PLEDGE, published by Celebration, a liturgy 
service from Kansas City, Mo., encourages actions such 
as these: 

¢ I will not spend money to impress others. 

¢ I will not engage in excessive eating, drinking, 
partying or anything that will reduce the freedom of 
myself or of others. 

e I will avoid gifts that are gadgets, made by 
complicated, energy-consuming processes that 
excessively pollute the environment. 

* I will avoid buying items made by exploited 
workers whose land and labor are sacrificed to tempt 
my consumer appetites. 

¢ I will celebrate Christmas by sharing of myself 
more than of my property. 

¢ I will use some of my time to visit family, friends 
and those who have less, hurt more and have been 
forgotten. 

Father Gallagher doeg not necessarily agree with each 
of the 14 ideas presented, he said. ‘‘I am open to receiving 
gifts of liquor,’’ he said with a chuckle. 


“I think we need an alternative to the way in which 
Christmas is being celebrated,’’ Father R. Gerard 
O’Donnell said. The priest, director of the Center for 
Liturgy and Prayer, reprinted the pledge in At Prayer and 
Celebration, the diocesan liturgy bulletin. 

IT REALLY doesn’t make sense to give presents to 
others on someone else’s birthday, he said. It is 
understandable from the Christian perspective, since we 
recognize “‘there is a spark of the divine within us.”’ 


He agrees with the idea that a gift should be more of an 
investment of self than an outpouring of money — “‘to 
me, that’s what the holiday should be about.”’ 


He does not agree that Christians have all gone 
overboard in the amount they give. Giving a great deal 
can be a way of recognizing that we have an 
““abundance,”’ he said. ‘‘What is sometimes decried from 
pulpits (as consumerism) is the Christian expression of the 
abundance of God,’’ Father O’Donnell said. 


SAN DIEGO — A thousand visitors are expected for 
Christmas dinner at St. Joseph Cathedral, a Catholic 
Worker press release said. Donations of money and labor 
are needed to meet the need. Those who are preparing a 
traditional Christmas dinner are asked to cook extra for 
the Catholic Worker meal and to deliver downtown. 
Money can be sent to the San Diego Catholic Worker, 29 
32nd St., San Diego, Calif. 92102. For more information, 
call Susan Brauer, 223-1009 (evenings), or leave a 
message at 233-0519. i 
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By Father Louis 
Copestake 


Jesus is not a teddy bear 


A mother and her girl were shopping during the Christmas 
season. The child was dazzled by the lights, the music and by the 
many nativity sets which were displayed. The figures in the 
nativity sets ranged from the heroic to the miniature in size. The 
child’s mother noticed that the child was particularly interested 
in the figure of the baby Jesus in each of these crib sets. The child 
suddenly turned to her mother and asked one of those 
unanswerable questions that fill the mind of every small child: 
‘‘Mama, why is Jesus a baby every year? Doesn’t he ever grow 
up?”’ This child had placed her tiny finger on Christianity’s 
major ailment: for too many Christians, Christ has never stepped 
out of the manger, He has never grown up; Christ is always just 
“baby. Jesus.’? The result has been rather crippling for the 
Christian message. 


Here is what I mean. A baby, especially a poor and homeless 
baby, is very easy to love. We can love such a child without 
personal cost, personal risk or any threat to our personal security. 
To love any child is both comfortable and comforting. Christians 
are called to love Christ. But if Christ remains a perpetual child 
in a manger, then loving Christ calls for as much personal cost 

and personal risk as loving a little puppy. 


Loving Christ as a child can take many forms. There is the 
person who does not want anything to do with the Church, who 
hardly ever attends Mass, and yet says, ‘“‘I am a Catholic; lam a 
Christian who believes in Jesus, but I don’t need any 
intermediary.’’ Has such a person taken Jesus seriously? Has such 
a person read the gospels? Does such a person see Jesus as the 
norm against which they measure everything they do? Is Jesus 
the most important Person in their life? Belief and principle cost 
quite a bit, if they mean something. Belief doesn’t mean that we 
think of Jesus as a nice person, sort of a teddy bear that is 
dragged out and hugged at difficult or insecure moments! 


Then there is the person who says “‘I believe in Jesus,’’ but 
who can’t stand other people. This person is a great lover of 
humanity and will picket or sign a petition for a number of 
causes, but they can’t seem to get along with their own family 
and neighbors. They can only love people from a great distance. 
Well, from the distance of 2,000 years, it’s easy to love anybody 

. especially Jesus. But what about the person next to you in 
Church, or at the bus stop, or in line at the supermarket? The 
person who shares the present moment with you? 


-. The infant Jesus is a memory. A very pleasant memory, it is 
true, but still a memory. If we love only. a memory, if we relish 
only a feeling of nostalgia; if what draws us to Christmas is 
simply the special effects, then we are living an illusion. We are 
confusing the gospels with the Waltons, and the Church with 
Disneyland. The real Christian must love Jesus as He is found in 
the flesh today, not as He was found in the stable. Jesus has so 
many human faces, individual human faces: He is the hungry 
person, the depressed person, the stranger, the ‘pain in the neck’ 
at work, the brother, the sister, the husband or wife, and so on. 
In each of these human faces we find Jesus, and toward these 
faces we must direct our love. Love of our fellow human beings, a 
love that is translated into the way that we treat people and live 
with them. This love and only this love, is sincere love for Jesus. 


All this should not be interpreted as an attempt to put a wet 
blanket on the emotional nature of Christmas. Christmas is 
irrepressibly emotional. It touches the empty areas of life with its 
fullness, and the world pauses like a child, to listen to the story 
once more. We never tire of listening to the story. May we work 
to make its message real. 
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Letters... 


Nearly ‘ridiculous’ 


The article in the Nov. 29th issue, by 
Father O’Donnell, borders on the 
ridiculous. To suggest that the written 
word of God is the problem and not the 
hangups of those who feel alienated by its 
wording, suggests that either God did not 
properly inspire the writers of the Bible or 
its translators didn’t do their job. 


If God were to have chosen this country 
and this period of time for His (?) Son to 
bring His plan for our salvation, Jesus 
would have been sued for His 
participation in the destruction of several 
thousand sheep, rebuked by the ERA for 


_ His chauvinistic language, ordered by the 


Supreme Court to correct the ethnic 
imbalance of the 12 apostles, chastised by 
the unions for suggesting that God’s 
kingdom give its workers equal pay 
regardless of the hour of day hired, 
prosecuted by the AMA for practicing 
medicine without a license, arrested for 
vagrancy for having nowhere to lay His 
head, reminded constantly that His 
choice of disciples was not fairly 
represented by both sexes, and, if He 
didn’t set up a liturgy they liked, some 
followers might go see what the moon 
worshipers had to offer. 


I think our relationship with God 
would grow deeper if we concentrated on 
the meaning of what God tells us and not 
worry about how it was written. 


Jim Carver, 
E] Cajon 


Jesus ministered to the society of His 
time. It is a sign of His impact that we 
have progressed in our consciousness. 
Still, this letter zs witty. Ed. 


‘Misinformed’ Catholics 


Our Catholic bishops are getting more 
than their fair share of negative publicity 
lately as a result of their recent draft 


' pastoral-on the economy. A large part of 


this is the result of commentary from 
individuals who have not read _ the 
bishops’ letter, who do not understand its 
content, and who certainly do not 
understand its Christian heritage. _ 


A good example of this was the San 
Diego Union article (Nov. 21) entitled, 
‘*A Catholic laments bishops’ politics’ by 
J.F. Kelly Jr. Not only does this 
individual seemingly fail to perceive our 
call to shelter the homeless and to feed the 
poor, but he seems to have formed some 
of his opinion based on_ incorrect 
information regarding our ‘bishops’ last 
pastoral on the challenge of peace. He 
refers to that letter as the 1983 pastoral 
letter on unilateral nuclear disarmament. 


Once and for all let’s set the record 
straight. The bishops, in their 1983 letter, 
called for bilateral, verifiable nuclear 
disarmament. Is there anybody out there 
who would not call for at least this much 
in the cause of peace? 


Not surprisingly, the Union did not 
correct its factual error by publishing my 
own. letter or by any other means. 
Instead, the sole letter, that was published 
relative to this article, proclaimed that our 
religious leaders are straying far from the 
work of God — that is, from preaching 
the Gospel according to the Scriptures. 


Unfortunately, I fear that it is not only 
Mr. Kelly that 1s misinformed, but many 
of-our Catholic people. Part of the reason 
for this misinformation ‘and 
misunderstanding of the last bishops’ 
letter can be laid, quite frankly, at the feet 
of some of the clergy. They have not been 
aggressive enough in spreading the 
bishops’ message by means of homilies, 
workshops, or study groups. 


Right now, for the first time, the 
bishops are asking for commentary from 


the American Catholic people to assist 

them in preparing their second draft of 

their letter on the economy. But before 

anybody gives voice to their concern, 

please have the courtesy to read the letter 
first. 

Tom Erpilding, 

Chairman, Peace & Justice 

Commission 

St. Columba Parish 


Reflections 


By Sister Irene Cullen, 
RSCJ 


It’s never too late to wait 


Often, in our pragmatic, efficient way of life, having to wait is 
perceived as a problem to be solved, an inconvenience to be 
avoided, a disappointment to be eluded, a flaw in planning to be 
rectified, a waste of time not to be indulged in. Waiting seems 
almost unamerican. We are told in so many ways that it has no 
meaningful place on our calendars let alone in our hearts- 


Yet, we know that the experience of waiting opens up our 
hearts to longing and expectation; likewise, our attending 


prepares us most profoundly to receive what will be given in | 


time. We know this from our common human experiences: the 
birth of a child; the gift of love; reconciliation; the attainment of a 
goal; the fulfillment of a dream; the dawn, spring ... 


As with these seasons of the heart, Advent holds treasures of 
promise and Good News that can only be known if we can wait 
and attend with all our hearts. 


Advent is a time to prepare ourselves for the anniversary of the 
historical birth of Jesus Christ and His entry into human history. 
However, we enter into the particularities of Advent and 
Christmas, not to put to rest our longings and attendings, but to 


prepare ourselves to make His coming more possible in our | 


world; to prepare ourselves to enter more deeply into the promise 
fulfilled, the Good News proclaimed, throughout all the ne 
years of our lives. 


In the New Year ahead let us unite our hearts in the prayer of 
longing: ‘Maranatha, Come Lord Jesus,’ as we wait for and 
attend to God’s Kingdom of peace, love, justice breaking into 
our lives; and, let’s unite in a prayer of recognition and 
celebration: ‘Emmanuel, God is with us,’ as we scan the horizons 
of our lives and find there the footprints of the Promised One in 
the lives of peace, love, justice that are around us. 


Questions 
You’ve 
Asked 


With Father 
John G. Proctor dr. 


The seal of confession 


Q.: What is ‘‘the seal of confession’’ and who is bound by 
it? D.P. 

A. The seal of confession is the strict and absolute obligation 
to keep secret all matters told to a priest by a penitent in 
confession to obtain absolution. This obligation to maintain 
secrecy about what has been confessed obviously binds the priest- 
confessor. But others may also be bound by confessional secrecy, 
for example an interpreter or someone who has overheard a 
confession by accident. 


The seal.of confession is absolute in the sense that there can 
never be any excuse whatsoever for revealing what has been 
confessed. The priest is bound to confessional secrecy even if it 
may entail the sacrifice of his life, his honor or anything else that 
is most important to him. 


Sins which actually have been confessed are the major factor in 


confessional secrecy. However, other elements are involved. Also ~ 


secret are: the circumstances surrounding the sin, even though it 
may have been unnecessary to confess them; the name or the sin 
of an accomplice; the penance imposed; temptations related to 
sins; and the denial or postponement of absolution. 


The seal of confession is so strict that a confessor who directly 
violates it is automatically excommunicated. The absolution 
from this excommunication is reserved to the Holy See. 


The confessor is forbidden to use the knowledge derived from 
confession to the disadvantage of the penitent, even when there is 
no danger of revelation. -No knowledge of sin, gained from 
confession, can be used in the exercise of Church authority. 
Finally, evidence which comes from knowledge of sins which 
have been confessed is absolutely inadmissible in (Church) court. 


Now there seems to be some confusion about when the seal of 
confession can be invoked. The use of the seal of confession 
should be interpreted strictly. Confessional secrecy binds only 
when something has been told during a sacramental confession. 
Occasionally, as a way of emphasizing confidentiality, some 
people will try to bind a priest or another person to a secret 
‘under the seal.’’ Although there are definite rules governing 
confidentiality in the Church, only confessional secrecy is seen as 
absolute: The only secrets protected by the seal of confession are 
those which are told during a sacramental confession. 
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Our Christian Way of Life 


By Enid Lanyon 


Yesterday I learned a Christmas lesson. Early in the 
morning a friend called to ask, ‘‘Is this a good day for 
Shawn and Tom to come and cut down your dead tree?”’ 
I was not privy to the original discussion about the dead 
tree, but presumed that the arrangement was to share the 
wood from the tree between both families. ‘‘Yes,’’ I said, 


‘*This is a good time.”’ 


Our friends, father and son, worked steadily 
throughout the day sawing and chopping at the old white 
oak and as darkness fell, the last load hefted into the 
truck, they drove down and began to unload onto the 
woodstack beside the house. ‘‘Wait,’’ I cried, ‘‘where’s 
your share?’’ ‘‘Oh, no,’’ they answered, ‘‘this is all 


-yours.’’ Tom broke into my protests and expostulations 


with a smile and ‘‘Merry Christmas!’” 


AS I watched the taillights of the truck recede into the 
night. I promised myself that I would ‘‘make it up’’ to 
them, ‘‘repay’”’ them, and began planning all kinds of 
extravagant rewards. After a small voice penetrated itself 
into my consciousness. ‘‘Why not just accept and allow 
them their generosity?”’ 

It is not always easy to accept kindness on the terms it is 
given, especially when the terms are no terms at all! I 
recalled other conversations I heard in similar 
circumstances where the recipient had insisted, ‘‘No, I 
cannot accept. You must allow me to pay or do something 
in return.’’ We are, I think, a little shamed by the warm, 
gratuitous generosity of friendship. A little awed, a little 
embarrassed and a little shamed, but ‘always, deeply 


Talks with Parents 


By Dolores Curran 


Taking hassles out of the 


It’s that time of year again when we have to give 
ourselves permission to be imperfect — in advance. We 
aren’t going to have that Better Homes & Gardens 
Christmas no matter how hard we try, so let’s accept it 
right now and not feel guilty about ‘‘failing’’ later on. 


After years of failing, I have developed some 
suggestions for a hassle-free holiday season. 

Lower your expectations. Learn to live and laugh 
with broken cookies, lopsided trees and cards received 


that weren’t sent. 


Lower your housekeeping standards. Closets exist to 
hide clutter replaced by seasonal paraphernalia. Let’s use 
them. Learn to live with messier bathrooms that 
accompany returning college students. 

Set up a wrapping table with paper, tape and strings 
and give the chldren a go at wrapping packages. Live 
with crumpled corners and poor bows. They’ll get that 
way by Christmas anyway. 

Do away with money worries. Rule of thumb: either 
enjoy spending it or don’t spend it. Don’t fall into that 


Ins and Outs 
By Most Rev. Norbert F. Gaughan 
Bishop of Gary, Ind. 


touched. 


Perhaps it is pride or the belief that we should not “‘take 
something for nothing,’’ That leaves us reluctant to 
graciously accept gifts without fretting over a return. 
Perhaps it is our self-centeredness that sees the gift as our 
debt rather than the giver’s gesture of love. And yet it 
should not be difficult for Christians to understand that 
while it is good to give, it is also good to allow others to 
give and gratefully to receive. 


THE FREE gift of oneself — of time and energy and 
friendship — is a truly Christmas offering. It reflects and 
echoes the spirit of God’s attitude towards us. He offers 
us, freely, with no strings attached, His own Life in the 
person of the infant Child at Bethlehem. It is a gift beyond 
all reward or repayment on our parts, because it carries 
the assurance of salvation and ultimate union with the 
Source and Essence of love Himself. 


Perhaps that is why it is hard for us to accept the utter - 


gratuity of God’s love — because there is no way we can 
ever repay or merit such generosity. Perhaps that is why 
we talk so illogically about ‘‘earning’’ our way to His 
Kingdom of eternal love. True, we speak of acceptance; 
we proclaim our belief in His free gift, but we do not live 
our lives as we are aware of it. If we did, they would be 
marked with a passionate reverence for life and a humble 
gentleness towards all the things of life. And that means, 
too, a fervid joy in love wherever it exists — and in God’s 
truth, it exists everywhere. 


trap of over-spending and then resenting it. 


Share Christmas card activity. Let the spouse and 
kids write some of the notes and don’t nag about their 


_ spelling. Relatives don’t mind. Neither do good friends. 


The rest don’t matter. Kids are good at addressing, 
licking and stamping. 


_ Don’t — repeat — DON’T feel guilty about not 
having a gift for unexpected givers. Send them a 
Valentine cake. 


Laugh when the tree sinks starboard or portside. 
Perfect trees exist only in the forest or department stores. 
Let the kids decorate it and feel pleasure in their 
achievement even if some of their decorations seem 
unusual. One of ours once hung his turtle collection and it 
got more attention than icicles. 


De-stimulate the children by turning off TV 
occasionally, proving quiet time, reading Luke and 
singing carols together. Give them a chance to settle 
down and reflect on the meaning of Christmas instead of 


We could be kinder, gentler 


If we were to simply accept and allow God His 
generosity, with a real understanding of how immense 
that is, our lives would be changed and we would be 
kinder, gentler, more loving people. Today, as I think of 
Tom and Shawn, working selflessly with no thought of 
personal benefit, I feel a new softness, a tenderness and 
appreciation of their goodness and beauty; the world 
looks brighter and warmer, although the clouds are down 
low on my mountain and the chilly rain falls steadily. I 
am grateful that in this world of so much inhumanity, 
such people live. 


LOOKING TOWARD Christmas night, it will not be 
so difficult to appreciate the message of the Incarnation. 
As the words of the Gospel speaks of that time, so long 
ago, when Love came unobtrusively into our carnal world 
as a Child and offered us His innocent embrace, showing 
us, in Himself, the way to human perfection, we can 
rejoice in the people we know who, in the name of Christ 
and Christmas, perform acts of loving kindness to their 
fellow pilgrims. 


It is good to be able to cry ‘‘Christ is born today’’ and 
add with real conviction, ‘‘and lives in men and women 
who give themselves generously in His name.”’ It is good 
to know that Christmas lives on in the hearts of good 
people long after the lights and trees and carols and stars 
have gone and the only lights in the night are those of 
faith, hope and love. 


holidays 


adding more activities. 


Eat what you cook or don’t cook it. Why make others 
feel guilty by baking rich foods and then watching them 
with incriminating eyes as they enjoy it while you munch 
celery? If you’re going to feel guilty because of holiday 
eating, go ahead and eat because you’re going to feel 
guilty anyway. 


Don’t count down the days as parents do — Oh, 
Lord, only eight days left to do everything — but as 
children do — are there still eight whole days till 
Christmas? 


Don’t worry about spending the exact amount on 
every child. They only complain when they sense you’re 
feeling guilty. If they do complain, give them The Look. 
If that doesn’t work, give them The Talk about Giving. 


Enjoy — don’t endure — the holidays. Anything 
that infringes on enjoyment should be questioned. Pray, 
laugh and share good times together. 


All our journeys have hope 


One of the many reasons the Christmas gospels appeal 
is because they reflect our own experiences. We connect 
with the story of mother, father, child, danger. We delight 
in a- reversal of appearances, the world who rejects a poor 
infant, One whom we know will be revealed by God as 
His Son. One common experience in our lives and the 
Christmas story is the journey. 

We journey so much, are often on the road, traveling 
hither and yon, arriving or leaving. Dreams about 
travels, says the psychiatrist Jung, reflect anxieties, fears, 
or perception about the personal odyssey we call living. 
What do the Christmas Gospels tell us about our journeys 


IN THOSE stories, so many people are on the road. 
The first and most mysterious journey of all is the coming 
of the Son of God as an infant, the ‘‘Word Who leaped 
from the heavens when the night was still.’’ It is summed 
up in John’s prologue, ‘“‘And the word was made flesh 
and dwelt amongst us.”’ 

To make His coming happen, Joseph and Mary had to 
journey. Shepherds made a pilgrimage, leaving their 
flocks to go to Bethlehem and see the Child. Angels came 
down from heaven to announce. the news. Wise men 


.traveled from the East far away. For Magi and shepherds, : 


Joseph and Mary, journey’s end and beginning happened 
because of an infant in a lowly manger. 


Joseph’s going was unexpected, caused by the need to 
fulfill the census law. His traveling was interrupted by a 
very human need, the mother who had to birth her child. 
Many others were on the road that night. They filled up 
the inn, but missed the greatest event of all. How like 


some of us who make our trips and too often miss the most 
important: the discovery of God’s love in addressing the 
self. The coming of the angels from highest heaven was 
mandated by God, but only to tell the world the good 
news. The shepherds, too, are asked to make an 
unexpected trip. They find serendipity in a King they 
never expected, in a Child wondrous to see. 


KING HEROD was not on a journey, unless it was the 
one of his life-long career in search of power. Thinking 
himself safe and secure in his palace, he learns he is 
neither; another may have came to take what he has. 
There is the trip made by Herod’s priests, who leave the 
temple where they belong, to go to the King’s chambers 
where they do not belong. That transition is not for them; 
in their moving they became the King’s servants, not 
God’s. They are like so many who are willing to abandon 
convictions and truths for a power that commands or a 
chance to please the overlords by bending the truth a 
little. 


There is the journey of the Magi, symbolic of some of 
us who start out to find a dream, but lose our way. These 
wise ones were given a second chance by God, and even a 
third. For once having seen the Child they had lost, and 
in whose finding their life was threatened, they were told 
by God to return another way. How often we think the 
way is safe and sure, but it is not the way God wants to 
lead us. He sets us off on new paths, because it is only on 
His road true safety may lie for us. 


There is the journey of Joseph, the just man, who 
wanted a wife, a family, a home. His pilgrimage, begun 


in a dream, asks him to abandon his chosen road to follow 
not his own plans but a strange one revealed by God. 
Joseph was to be the instrument by which the Virgin’s 
Child was made safe and given a chance to live to carry 
out a Father’s will. 


WHAT ARE we to say about the journey of the 
mother, the young girl? At an age when so many young 
seek only self-fulfillment and fame, she elected to trust 
God. Her ‘yes,’ said at the crossroads of her life, changed 
our destiny for all time. 


Journeys — in one way or another, we make them: the 
pilgrimage called life, the road called marriage, the path 
called a future. We travel them, singly, in pairs, in a 
crowd. Christmas reminds us of the one trip we all make 
and are called to make: the journey of faith. In His time, 
some scoffed at the Child in the manger. When He was 
an adult, some called Him an idler; some of His relatives 
called Him a fool; His closest followers denied they knew 
Him and_ ran away. 


In our Christmas journey this year, let us hold fast to 
what we are about. We having met Him, we learn that 
His path leads to the cross; we believe that by His 
resurrection He has given all our journeys hope. 


IN MISTS and clouds and darknesses that surround 
our present wanderings, let one clear light shine our way: 
Jesus is Lord. If we seek, in one way or another, to travel 
the road He has set for us, our journeys will end in victory 
at His side forever. 
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for infants unveiled 


WASHINGTON (NC) — The federal Department of 
Health and Human Services Dec. 10 unveiled new 
proposed regulations demanding medical treatment for 
seriously ill infants. 


The regulations are designed to prevent denial of 
medical treatment and other necessities, including food, 
to handicapped newborns or other babies with life- 
threatening medical conditions. 


EXEMPTIONS TO the requirement for medical 
treatment would be made only in cases when the infants 
are irreversibly comatose, the treatment would merely 
prolong dying or otherwise be ineffective, and the 
treatment, because of its futility, would itself be 
inhumane to the child. f 


The regulations follow passage by the 98th Congress of 
the Child. Abuse Amendments of 1984, extending 
protection against denial of medical treatment to 
handicapped newborns and other seriously ill children, 
usually younger than age one. 


. The new proposed regulations are similar to. those 
drafted by the federal government after the much- 
publicized ‘‘Baby Doe’’ case in Indiana in which a 
newborn handicapped baby died after being denied 
medical treatment. Those earlier regulations were struck 
down by a federal court in June. 


UNDER THE new draft regulations, states seeking 
federal funds are to set up programs for responding to 
reports of infants suffering medical neglect, including 
denial of nutrition and medications as well as medical 
procedures. State agencies running the programs are also 
charged with the responsibility of responding to all 
complaints of medical neglect of infants. 


Hospitals are encouraged to set up infant care review 
committees to develop policies and guidelines for treating 
severely ill babies. 


The proposed regulations also say that a physician’s 
“reasonable medical judgment’’ concerning treatment 
for such children “‘is not to be based on subjective ‘quality 
of life’ or other abstract concepts,’’ apparently rejecting 
arguments that medical treatment could be denied 
severely ill babies because the expection for their ‘‘quality 
of life’? in the future is not good. 


HHS IS seeking feedback on the proposed new 
regulations by Feb. 8. 


The proposals say that HHS ‘‘recognizes the 
seriousness of and at times the enormous difficulties in 
making decisions about treatment for disabled infants.”’ 


In addition to the hospital review committees, HHS 
suggests grants to the states for various services, including 
training of medical personnel and parents, programs to 
facilitate adoptions of handicapped infants, and ways to 
assist families to find social and medical services for) 
seriously ill infants. 

WHILE NOTING the importance of physicians in 
reaching decisions surrounding care of handicapped 
newborns, the proposed regulations also assert that ‘‘the 
parents of the disabled infant also play a crucial role....”’ 
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Q: What 
recede? Can anything be 
done about it? 
A: Gum 
generally the effect of 
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recession 1s 


excessive plaque and 


calculus, incorrect brushing, 


and improper hygiene. An 


irregular bite causing too 


much pressure, as well as 


bruxism (teeth grinding), are 


also causes of gum recession. 
Other, less likely but posible 


causes: genetics, poor health 


and improper nutrition. 


Gum _ recession ignored 


can lead to further recession, 


bone oss, root decay, even 


tooth loss. The recession 


must. be stopped, and calls 


For reservations write: 
Mgr. Pickwick Hotel 
132 W. Broadway, San Diego 
Or phone collect: (619) 234-0141 


for professional analysis. 


Each patient’s problem calls 


for its own special solution. 


FROM $30 


Brought to you as a 
/community service by Dr. 
Andrew L. Krotoski, 625 
Broadway, Suite 1010, San 
Diego, CA 92101-5417. 
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Proposed regulations 


NC photo by UPI 


KENNEDYS ARRESTED — Douglas Kennedy, 17, son of the late Sen. Robert Kennedy, is handcuffed and 
placed under arrest for picketing outside the South African embassy in Washington. Kennedy’s sister, Rory, 
15, and Derrick Evans, a Boston College student, also were arrested as they demonstrated against the South 


African apartheid policy. 


‘Church tax drives thousands from Austrian Church 


By Robert Moynihan and Priscilla Hart 


INNSBRUCK, Austria (NC) — Tens of thousands of | 


Austrian Catholics are leaving the Church each year 
rather than pay a state-enforced compulsory Church tax, 
according to diocesan finance directors. 


In 1983, more than 33,000 Catholics left the Church to 
avoid paying the ‘‘kirchensteuer,’’ according to a 1984 
pamphlet published by the Austrian church’s Conference 
of Finance Directors. In 1982, more than 32,000 
Catholics left. 


CHURCH OFFICIALS refer to the tax as a 
“‘subscription.’’ The revenue can be used for any Church 
purpose. : . 

The two-year exodus represents 1 percent of Austria’s 
nearly 6.4 million Catholics. Church officials generally 
have been unwilling to press for a change in the law, 
fearing their revenues would diminish drastically. 


»? 


“It’s a problem, but it’s necessary,’’ said Herman 
Gaeck, director of the Church tax office for the Diocese of 
Innsbruck. Gaeck said that after World War II, the 
Church conducted a survey to discover how many 
Catholics would pay their Church tax voluntarily, and the 
answer was 20 percent. 

*“SINCE PEOPLE were more religious then than they 
are now, the figure would probably be lower today,’’ he 
said. 

Austrian law stipulates that every Austrian Church 
member above the age of 20 who is not a student or on 
welfare must pay a 1 percent to 1.7 percent tax on his 
taxable income, said Gaeck. The tax is collected in four 
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payments each year. A person earning the equivalent of 
$50,000 per year pays $850. 


The system recognizes as legitimate religions the 
Lutheran, Catholic, Orthodox, Calvinist and Mormon 
churches, as well as Judaism and Islam. Catholics 
represent approximately 85 percent of Austria’s 7.5 
million people. : 

THE ONLY way to become exempt from the 


. payments is to officially declare that one is no longer a 


member of the Church, Gaeck said. Even then, back 
taxes must be paid in full, or the state will condemn the 
property of the person who owes taxes and sell it.to meet 
the payments, Gaeck added. 


“About 92 percent of the people pay without any 
problem,’’ said Gaeck, a former banker. ‘‘As for the 
others, when they don’t pay, they are sent three written 
warnings from this office. Then we turn the case over to a 
lawyer. If the person still doesn’t respond, we proceed to 
court.”’ , 


For Gaeck and other Church officials, the declaration 
that one has left the Church is so serious that it sometimes 
is spoken of as the eqivalent of excommunication. 


IN GAECK’S opinion, the person: who leaves the 
Church is “instantly excommunicated.’’ He said persons 
might continue attending services in parishes in which 
they are not known. 


Those persons are discovered, however, when they 
attempt to participate in the sacraments which involve 
Church records: baptism for their children, marriage and 
burial, Gaeck said. 


A pamphlet on the Church tax situation, published by 
the Archdiocese of Salzburg, Austria, reads: ‘‘The harsh 
consequences of a declaration that one is leaving the 
Church are based on the-view that a declaration that one 
is leaving the Church is equivalent to apostasy, that is, to 
a rejection of the faith.’’ 


OFFICIAL CHURCH brochures defend the tax on 
the basis of Scripture and on the history of the early 
church, which they say was supported by ‘‘collections.’’ 
Lay people speak of the tax as something imposed from 
above, against their will. 
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Louisiana’s Catholic school supers 
challenge Reagan’ s campaign pledge 


NEW ORLEANS (NC) — The superintendents of 
Catholic schools in Louisiana’s six dioceses have asked 
President Reagan to carry out his campaign pledge to 
push for tuition tax credits for students in non-public 
elementary and secondary schools. 


The letter to Reagan was approved at the fall meeting 
of the Louisiana Catholic Conference Catholic Schools 
Committee. It was signed by the superintendents of 
Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of New Orleans and 
the dioceses of Alexandria-Shreveport, Houma- 
Thibodaux, Lafayette, Lake Charles and Baton Rouge. 


THE SUPERINTENDENTS told Reagan that 
tuition tax credits have been held out as a hope to parents 
during the last four years and had ‘‘high visibility in your 
campaign.’ 

Tuition tax credit legislation was defeated, 59-38, by 
the 98th Congress in November 1983. But Reagan told 
National Catholic News Service during his presidential 
campaign that ‘‘tuition tax credits are at the top of my 
domestic agenda’”’ and he would push for passage of tax 
credit legislation-during his second term of office. 


The Louisiana superintendents said that after the 
election, White House sources had stated that tax reform 
would be the administration’s top priority. They strongly 
urged that tuition tax credits be part of any tax reform 
proposal. 


KIRBY DUCOTE, associate director of the Louisiana 
Catholic Conference, said the letter was written before tax 
reform proposals were made public. 


Ducote, also executive director of the Louisiana 
Federation of Citizens for Educational Freedom, said that 
although the proposals call for a reduction in tax credits 
and deductions, he expects some exceptions and he wants 
tuition tax credits to be included in the legislation. 

If a flat tax rate without any deductions is introduced in 
Congress, ‘‘then we know there is no shot (for tuition 
credits) in the reform bill,’? Ducote said, and the 
Louisiana Catholic Conference will advocate a separate 


Sorrows begin for 


Seven Dollars Church 


MONROE, Ohio (NC) — Tired of people calling their 
parish ‘‘Seven Dollars Church,”’ parishioners in Monroe 
have decided to change the parish name. 


What since 1883 has been Seven Dolors Church, 
recalling the seven sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
will be known after the beginning of the new year as Our 
Lady of Sorrows. 5 


‘*DOLOR”’ IN Latin means ‘‘sorrow’’ or ‘‘grief.’’ 


For almost 100 years the Latin name of the church 
prevailed. But in recent years the parish has been referred 
to as ‘‘Seven Dollars’’ with increasing frequency. 


According to Father John Coghlan, pastor, the name 
change was initiated by a previous pastor in 1980. But a 
vote by parishioners narrowly fell short of the two-thirds 
majority needed for the change. 


THEN FROM last April to October parishioners voted 
on three different occasions on whether to change the 
name, on suggestions on possible alternative titles of the 
Virgin Mary, and finally choosing one of four parish 
names approved for consideration by Archbishop Daniel 
E. Pilarezyk of Cincinnati. 


The other names considered were Immaculate 
Conception, the Assumption and Nativity. 


VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. (NC) — Midnight Mass at the 
ancient Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem will be broadcast 
Christmas Eve by the Christian Broadcasting Network, a cable 
TV network based here. The tape-delayed program will be 
shown locally from 3-4 p.m. on Dec. 24, according to a CBN 
announcement. The Mass will be celebrated amid the massive 


walls of the fourth-century stone church constructed above a 
cave believed to have served as the stable in which Mary gave 
birth to the Christ Child. Choirs from around the world will also 
participate, singing Christmas music from the cobblestone 
manger square that separates the church from the city’s public 
market area. 
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bill. 


HOWEVER, HE said that since tax reform will be the 
“major legislation’? of the opening of the new 
congressional session, tuition credits ‘‘have a better shot”’ 
in that legislation. 


In their letter, the Catholic school superintendents 
pointed out that more than 150,000 Louisiana students 
attend approved non-public schools, 120,000 of those in 
Catholic schools. 


Cardinal says Church 


is ‘more vigorous’ 


AACHEN, West Germany (NC) — The U.S. Catholic 
Church has become more vigorous in the past 10 years 
and has brought a moral vision and value system to U.S. 
public policy, Cardinal Joseph L. Bernardin of Chicago 
said in an interview with a German family magazine. 


‘‘Although European Catholics have sometimes tended 
to underestimate the intellectual and spiritual capacity of 
the Church in the United States, I agree that we have 
shown a new vitality and vigorous leadership in the last 
decade,’’ Cardinal Bernardin said in the written 
interview with Leben and Erziehen (To Live and Educate), 
a German parents and family magazine. 


THE INTERVIEW, in question-and-answer format, 
was to appear in the January 1985 issue. 


The Chicago cardinal pointed out that the U.S. church 
has given recent attention to such issues as nuclear 
weapons, genetics, abortion and euthanasia. 


“*This implies a kind of maturity, but it is not yet clear 
whether we have, as a Church, attained full adulthood as 
yet,’ Cardinal Bernardin said. ‘‘Although the (U.S.) 
bishops are generally united in the most important stands 
we have taken, as a Church we are not yet at the point of 
achieving a consensus on many of the issues that confront 


? 


us. 


IN THE interview, Cardinal Bernardin also compared 
the U.S. and German bishops’ separate 1983 pastoral 
letters on the nuclear weapons issue. The U.S. bishops 
approved their pastoral, The Challenge of Peace: God’s 
Promise and Our Response, in May 1983, while the German 


NC photo from the Art Institute of Chicago 


HE IS BORN — “While they were there the days of 
her confinement were completed. She gave birth to 
her first-born son” (Luke 2:6-7). The Virgin and Child 
with St. John the Baptist was painted around 1515 by 
the Italian artist Correggio. 


letter, Justice Creates Peace, was issued a month earlier, 


While neither document condemns nuclear deterrence 
outright, the U.S. bishops’ judgment ‘‘has generally been 
regarded as a more stringent and much more detailed 
criticism of the entire strategy of deterrence than the 
German letter,’’ said Cardinal Bernardin, who headed 
the U.S. bishops’ committee that drafted their pastoral. 


Cardinal Bernardin said the U.S. letter expressed more 
concern with nuclear weapons and was more technically 
oriented than the German letter, while the German 
bishops put greater emphasis on the concept of peace- 
building. 


HE ADDED that the U.S. bishops gave more attention 
to the means of the East-West strategic competition than 
on its nature, while the German letter was more sensitive 
to the political dangers resulting from East-West 
confrontation. 


Father Charles Dollen reviews book The Rich Man 


The Rich Man, by L. Stafford Betty. St. Martin’s Press 
(New York, 1984). 207 pp., $14.95. 


Reviewed by Father Charles Dollen 


(NC) — The Gospels tell of a certain rich man who 
‘asked Christ what he must do to be saved. Christ took it a 
step further and invited the man to perfection through 
evangelical poverty. The man couldn’t take the 
invitation. 


L. Stafford Betty weaves his novel about this rich man 
whom he names Jonah ben Jonathan. It is a fanciful 
story, rich in imagination and authentic in context. 


JONAH IS a faithful Jew and a searcher for truth. He 
is very, very, rich, but a master with a conscience. Even 
though he has an affair with Mary of Magdala, his 
cousin’s wife, he tries to live a religious life. 

His brush with Jesus is short and true to the scriptural 
facts. He returns to his riches, which eventually he loses 
because of the politics of the time. Worse still, he 
contracts leprosy and must leave all contact with society. 


He writes the story of his life and his search for truth for 


his young children. That is the format of the book. It isa - 


R.E. | Riling pone 


PLUMBING CONTRACTOR 

Plumbing, Heating, Repairing 
Clem G. Berrill lee 
3371 Adams Ave. z 
San Diego 282-8172 


SUPPORT 
YOUR 
ADVERTISERS 


FOR vor oN fa NEEDS 


write 


“The Precious Feet People” 
Box 730 * Taylor, AZ. 85939 


Acomplete line of Pro-Life. Pro-Famuily items 
at ROCK BOTTOM prices 
@ ‘Precious Feet” (identical in shape 
and size to the tiny feet of a 10 week 
old unborn baby ) 
@ Bumper Stickers @ Post Cards 
@ Decals @ Pamphiets 
@ Balloons @ Mother's Pendants 
@ Posters @ your logo lapel pin 
@ and much more! 


CREMATION? 
STILL $250 


© Includes removal from 
anywhere in SD County 

© Includes Burial at Sea, if 
wished 


% Send $2.00 for your pair of "Precious 
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OR 
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gripping story of one man’s search for the meaning of life 


and the problem of the existence of evil. 


THE WEAKEST aspect of this novel is its ignoring 
the resurrection of Christ. If this Mary of Magdala is 
supposed to be the Mary Magdalen, her life was surely 
changed, radically, on that original Easter Sunday 
morning. That is not reflected in this work. 


Father Dollen is book review editor for The Priest magazine 
and 1s pastor of St. Gabriel Church, Poway. 
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Immaculate Conception 
2540 San Diego Ave., San Diego, 92110 


St. Brigid’s Church 


4735 Cass St., Pacific Beach, 92109 


CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 


CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 


Christmas Eve: 5:15, 7:30 p.m. (Vigil Mass); 11:30 

p.m. (Posada and Blessing of Crib); Midnight Mass. 
Christmas Day: 8:30, 9:45, 11 a.m., 12:15 p.m. No 

Evening Mass. 


Christmas Eve: 7 p.m., Children’s Mass; 10 p.m. first 
Mass of Christmas with parish choir. 
Christmas Day: 7:30, 9, 10, 11:30 a.m. 


We Wish You Every” 
Joy” (® Blessing of 
Gus Happy 
Christmas Season, 


We Wish You Every” 

Joy” ( Blessing of 
Giis Happy~ 

Christmas Season, 


St. Vincent de Paul Church 


4077 Ibis St., San Diego, 92103 


St. Stephen’s Church 


31020 Cole Grade Rd., Valley Center, 92082 


CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 


Monday, Dec. 24: Confessions, 11 a.m. to 12 noon, 
4-5 p.m. & 7-8 p.m.; Masses, 8 a.m. & 5:30 p.m. (Fulfills 
Christmas Obligation), 10 p.m. (Midnight Mass), No 
Mass at Midnight. 

Tuesday, Dec. 25: Masses, 8, 9:30, 11 a.m. No 
Evening Mass. 


CHRISTMAS MASSES 
December 24: 7 p.m. Children’s Mass; 12 midnight 
Adult Choir. 

December 25: 7, 8 (Spanish), 9:30, 11 a.m. 


We Wish You Every” 

Joy” (& Blessing of 
Gtis Happy” 

Christmas Season, 


YEAR SCHEDULE 
Monday, Dec. 31: Confessions, 4-5 p.m., 7-8 p.m.; 
Masses, 8 a.m., 5 p.m. (New Years mass) 
Tuesday, Jan 1: New Years Day Masses, 8, 9:30, 11 


a.m. 


Sacred Heart Church 


Seventh St. and C Ave., Coronado, 92118 
9 ; ’ ’ 
St. Anthony’s Church 
: : : CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
1816 Harding Ave., National City, 92050 Ghaiatay (Dee? 29/736-9 pw, 
HOLIDAY SCHEDULE MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday, Dec. 24 (Vigil Mass): 5:30 Children’s Liturgy, 
* 11:30 p.m. Concert, 12 midnight Mass. 


Confessions: Friday, Dec. 21, 5:00-7:00 p-m.; 
Saturday, Dec. 22, 3:00-5:00 p.m. 

Masses: Christmas Eve, Midnight Mass; Christmas 
Day, 9:00, 10:30 a.m., 12:00, 7:00 p.m.; New Year’s 
Day, 9:00, 10:30 a.m., 12:00, 7:00 p.m. 


Tuesday, Dec. 25: Masses at Regular Sunday Hours, 
7:30, 9, 10:30 a.m., 12 noon. 

Monday, Dec. 31: 5:30 p.m. Vigil Mass, 12 midnight 
Midnight Mass. 

Tuesday, Jan. 1: 7:30, 9, 10:30 a.m., 12 noon. 

(Those who receive communion at the Vigil or midnight 
Mass may receive once agan at any of the morning masses 
on Christmas Day or New Year’s Day. 


Mary, Star of the Sea Church 


7727 Girard Ave., LaJolla, 92037 


— = <= ee _.. See 


CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 

Christmas Eve: Christmas Vigil Mass, 5:15 p.m.; Spanish Mass 7:30 
p-m.; concelebrated midnight High Mass, with special music and carols at 
11:30 p.m.; Folk Mass in parish hall at midnight. 

Christmas Day: Masses in parish church at 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 a.m., 12 noon 
and 5 p.m. 

CONFESSIONS: Friday, Dec. 21 - 4-5 p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 22 - 10 
a.m.-12 noon, 4-5 p.m., 7:30-8:30 p.m.; Monday, Dec. 24 - 3-5 p.m. 
Rev. Msgr. James M. Gilfillan, Pastor 


St. John the Evangelist Church 


1638 Polk Ave., San Diego, 92103 


CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE = 

Confessions: Sat., Dec. 22: 10:30-11:30 a.m., 4:30-5:20 p.m.; Monday, 
Dec. 24: 4-5:30 p.m., 10-11:30 p.m. (No confessions Christmas evening.) 

Christmas Eve: Carols, 8:30 p.m.; Mass, 9 p.m. (There will be no Mass 
at midnight). 
Christmas Day: Masses, 8, 9:30, 11 a.m., 12:15 p.m. (There will be no 
evening Mass). 

New Year’s Eve: Confessions, Monday, Dec. 31, 4:30-5:20 p.m.; 
Mass, 5:30. p.m. 

wif y Be! > New Yeap’s Day: Masses, Tuesday, Jan. 1: 8, 10 a.m., 12:15 

Z3 Searels : \\ Mim SB bY} 85 p.m. (There will be no evening Mass on New Year’s Day.) 
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Mission San L 


757-3250 


CHRISTMAS SCHE 


Christmas Eve: 6, 8, 10 p.m., mi 
Midnight Masses require tickets.) 
Christmas Day: 7:30, 9, 10:30 a. 


Spanish Schedul 
Christmas Eve: 10:00 p.m. 


Christmas Day: 12:00 noon, 6:00 
Chapel) 


St. Agnes Chi 


1140 Evergreen St., San D 


CHRISTMAS SCHE! 


CONFESSIONS 
Friday, Dec. 21: 4-5 p.m.; Saturc 
a.m.-12 noon, 4-5 p.m. 
MASSES 
Christmas Eve, Dee. 24: Vigil 
Christmas Pageant (Romarias) 7:30 
(Portuguese) 9:30 p.m., Christmas | 
Choir) 11:30 p.m., High Mass English 
Parish Hall is available for those t 
Pageant.) : 
Christmas Day, Dec. 25: 8, 10 a.m., 


_ New Year’s Eve, Dec. 31: Vigil Mas 


New Year’s Day, Jan. 1: 7:30, 9, 10: 
(There will be NO 6-p.m. Mass) 


the staj 


4470 Hilltop Driv 


a Child is Born? 


St. Michael’s Church 


15546 Pomerado Rd., Poway, 92064 


ion San Luis Rey 
757-3250 


HRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
ve: 6, 8, 10 p.m., midnight. (10 p.m. and 
2s require tickets.) 
ay: 7:30, 9, 10:30 a.m., noon. 
Spanish Schedule 


ve: 10:00 p.m. 
ay: 12:00 noon, 6:00 p.m. (Parish Center 
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Monday, Dec. 24, Christmas Eve: 6 p.m. Children’s 
Mass & Choir, 9:30 p.m. Parish Choir, Carol singing 
starts 9 p.m. followed by the Blessing of the Crib. 


Tuesday, Dec. 25, Christmas Day: 7:30 a.m. 
Congregational Singing, 9 a.m. Parish Choir, 10:30 a.m. 
Congregational Singing, 12 Noon Congregational 
Singing. 

Monday, Dec. 31, New Year’s Eve: 6 p.m 


Tuesday, Jan. 1, New Year’s Day: 7:30, 9, 10:30 
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St. Michael Church 


2615 Homedale St., San Diego, 92139 


SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY 
OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 


CHRISTMAS MASSES 
Monday, December 24th 
Special Children’s Mass at 7 p.m. 
Night Mass at 10 p.m. 


Tuesday, December 25th - 


a.m., 12 noon. 8, 9:30, 11 a.m. 
12:30 p.m. 


Agnes Church 


green St., San Diego, 92106 


All Hallows Church 


6602 La Jolla Scenic Dr., La Jolla, 92037 


ISTMAS SCHEDULE 


CONFESSIONS 
|: 4-5 p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 22: 10 


Holy Family Church 


CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 1957 Coolidge St., San Diego, 92111 


) p.m Masses 
P: MASSES Christmas Eve: 5:30, 10 p.m. 
D 24: Vigil Mass 5:30 Christmas Carols prior to both Masses MASS SCHEDULE 
Se ¥ 81 eS Na Christmas Day: 7:30, 9, 10:30 a.m., 12 noon. No Christmas Eve: 5:30 Children’s Mass, 7:30 
1t (Romarias) 7:30 p.m., High Mass Sali ‘ ifs eeu a : eye 
ce a é Evening Mass. Vietnamese Mass, 10:30 Caroling followed by Mass. 
) p.m., Christmas Carols (St. Agnes 


New Year’s Day: 5:30 p.m. (Vigil), 7:30, 9, 10:30 a.m., Christmas Day: 7:30, 9, 10:30 a.m., 12 noon Spanish, 
12 noon. No Evening Mass. 3 p.m. Vietnamese. 

: New Year’s Eve: 5:30 p.m. 
New Year’s Day: Same as Christmas Day. 


, High Mass English 12 midnight. (The 
vailable for those taking part in the 


ee me ene Saturday, Dec. 22, 4- eee: 
Dec. 31: Vigil Mass 5:30 p.m. e : ry ate fy 

Jan. 1: 7:30; 9, 10:30 a.m., 12 noon. Monday, Lec. noon 

) 6-p.m. Mass) 


From 
the staff and associates 


of 
Holy Cross Cemetery 
& Mausoleum 


May the blessing of 
Christmas be yours and 
may its joy and peace 
abide with you throughout 
the New Year. 


0 Hilltop Drive, San Diego, California 264-3127 
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Serra was impatient. He once observed 
that “‘I do not say that everything must be 
done in one day but I do think that the 
ship should sail when the wind is 
favorable.”’ 


Progress at Monterey must have been 
excruciatingly slow by Serra’s standards. 
It was only on Dec. 26, 1770, that the 
Presidente performed his first baptism 
there. By the following May, 20 Indians 
had been received into the Church, but it 
was a long process catechizing them. 


THE ARRIVAL of 10 additional friars 
in March of the following year augured 
well for it meant that the founding of new 
missions would not be long delayed. On 
July 8, for example, Serra, two of his 
fellow friars, seven soldiers, three sailors 
and a few Indians from peninsular 
California left Monterey for the Valley of 
the Bears in the Sierra de Santa Lucia. 


Studded with oaks, the valley had a 
river running through it that was filled 
with water even during July. Serra chose 
a spot upon which the Mission of San 
Antonio de Padua should be temporarily 
found — leaving the exact locale of the 
mission’s future site to circumstances. 


BICENTENNIAL 


Msgr. Francis J. Weber 


The bells were hung from an oak and 
an improvised altar was set up in an 
enramada on the Feast of Saint 
Bonaventure. In the beautiful sun- 
warmed valley of the oaks, Serra was 
seized with rapturous enthusiasm. He 
began to ring the bells and to them added 


the evangel of his clarion voice, ‘‘Come,. 
you pagans; come to the Holy Church; 
come, come to receive the Faith of Jesus 
Christ!”’ 


FOR THE next eight days the soldiers 
worked at building the necessary shelters 
for themselves and the missionaries. On 
the following Sunday, Mass was offered . 
for the first time in the improvised chapel 
which Serra had chosen as the correct site 
for the mission: 


The account of Serra’s enthusiasm at 
the establishment of the mission is in 
accord with his fervid character and his 
missionary zeal. Given the valley’s 
picturesque setting and the long-enforced 
idleness at Monterey, no doubt he gave 
full vent to his pent-up emotions. 


Returning to Monterey, Serra set 
about transfering San- Carlos Borromeo 
from the presidio to the banks of the 
Carmel River, with its view of the 
beautiful bay and rocky Point Lobos. On 
August 24, he blessed the cross and sang 
the first Mass on the site. 

FRAYS PEDRO Benito Cambon and 
Angel Somera were appointed by Serra to 


establish the mission named for San 
Gabriel where the Montebello hills 


Progress must have been ‘excruciatingly slow’ 


Like most great leaders, Fray Junipero , 


enclose the southern boundary of the San 
Miguel Valley. That site too was chosen. 
There was plentiful water for irrigation 
and nearby, to the east, were the San 
Gabriel and Rio Hondo rivers. There was 
a dense oak forest to the northwest which 
supplied abundant acorns for the Indians 
and wood for the mission. 


The initial buildings at San Gabriel 
were completed in the shortest possible 
time. Unhappily, it was not long before 
dark shadows fell over San Gabriel. An 
altercation between the soldiers and the 
Indians occurred during which the local 
chief was killed. 


That unfortunate event, coupled with 
the immoral conduct of several soldiers, 
caused great anxiety for Serra and the 
other missionaries. The number of 
conversions effected at San Gabriel under 
such circumstances is little short of 
miraculous. 


GRADUALLY, WITH the transferral 
of the more unsavory soldiers, the moral 
climate improved and, as Serra reported 
to the Viceroy, ‘“‘the padres began to 
breathe easier after their long period of 
affliction.”’ 


Cardinal Baggio presides as Tijuana Serra Club chartered 


By Veronica Garcia 


TIJUANA — After less than a year of formation work, 
a Serra Club was officially chartered Dec. 12 at a 
ceremony held at the chancery here. 


The president of the new club credited the speedy 
formation of the group to the Serra Club of San Diego 
and Tijuana’s bishop, Emilio Berlie. Tijuana is the 13th 
Mexican city to have a Serra Club, a organization of men 
which fosters vocations, especially to the priesthood. 


JIM CARPENTER, of the San Diego Serra Club, said 
Tijuana’s charter was not expected until January but 
Bishop Berlie worked to obtain it on Dec. 12, the feast of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe. 


Present for the festivities were Sebastiano Cardinal 
Baggio, president of the Pontifical Commisssion for the 
State of the Vatican City; Bishop Leo T. Maher of San 
Diego; Bishop Berlie; Msgr. I. Brent Eagen, chancellor 
for the Diocese of San Diego; and Roberto Arroyo, vice 


The Innkeeper said, No. | 
can't help you, he said. Go 
away, he said. 


It was late at night. The 
inn was very crowded. The 
young couple was poor. 
The husband, frantic with 
anxiety, insisted and pleaded and argued desperately: 
Look, my wife is going to have a baby any minute. Please, 
you've got to let us in. Clearly, there were no large tips 
forthcoming to inspire the Innkeeper’s compassion and un- 
derstanding. You can’t take responsibility for every 
pilgrim and traveller and wanderer who knocks on your 
door, even if the girl is young and tired and about to havea 

baby! 

After he turned them away, | wonder if the Innkeeper 
“ever gave the young mother and her husband a second 

thought? Listen, | know exactly how that innkeeper felt. 
Maybe he'd had a bad day. He wasn't such a bad guy. You 
just can’t assume he was an unfeeling heartless wretch 
and sweep him out of your mind like so much dirt. He must 
have had his reasons. And besides, it turned out okay. The 
young couple found: a cave on a hillside where some 
shepherds stabled their animals. The 14-year-old girl had 
her baby there. It turned out all right. 


Many years ago, two kids knocked on my door one 
night! It was late and | had had a bad day. | didn’t want to 
wake up. | didn’t want to answer the door. | was tired and 
had gone to bed angry. There were a bunch of kids bedded 
down on the living room floor and the six bunk beds were 
filled. | had been mugged earlier that day and one of my 
kids stole the grocery money—and | didn't like any of my 
kids very much. They just didn’t appreciate me and weren't 
very grateful... Playing the role of noble‘martyr to the hilt, | 
opened the door. 


Two kids stood there, uncertainly, obviously reading the 
look on my face. One of the kids said: Are you Bruce, and | 
said, Yes. And he said, do you take kids in? And| said, Yes. 
Can we stay with you? he said. And | said, No, because we 
have no room. The kid began to cry. Where can! go? What 


Father Bruce Ritter, OFM Conv., is the founder and President of 
Covenant House, which operates crisis centers for homeless and 
runaway boys and girls all over the country. 
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president of Serra International in Guadalajara, Jalisco, 
Mexico. Four San Diego Serrans attended — Jim 
Carpenter, Marv Rickling, Richard Walloch and Bill 
Chartier. 


Arroyo told the 60 people present that ‘‘lay people who 
don’t work for vocations’’ are not completing their duties 
as Christians. 


SERRAN MEMBERSHIP means more than just 
paying dues, Arroyo said. A Serran must work to increase 
priesthood vocations, he said. 


The club’s 26 potential members listened as Cardinal 
Baggio read the Serra pledge. Each agreed to ‘‘make 
themselves more responsible Christians...work for 
Christ...and help the bishop with vocations.”’ 

Bishop Berlie congratulated the new men after they 
pledged themselves to the group. He also thanked the San 
Diego Serra Club, which he called ‘‘the godfather of the 
Tijuana club,”’ for its effort in chartering the club. 


Father Bruce Ritter 


NO ROOM AT THE INN 


can | do? he said. And | said, you can go back out into the 
street, and you can look sad. 


The kid stopped crying, and he looked at me. | can do 
that, he said. So he did, or they did, they both went back 
out into the street. One boy was 15, the other was 14. | 
never saw them again. 


SSS SSS SSCS, 


“Jesus was, like my kids, a wanderer and 
nomad, with no place to lay His head.” 


| can still see their faces, just about as clearly today as! 
could that night so many years ago. | can still see the tears 
on the boy’s face. | can see how the other kid stood, and the 
way he looked at me. 


| wonder if the Innkeeper kept remembering, too. 


Jesus has to love my kids, I’m sure of that, in all their 
pain and sadness—for Jesus was, like them, a wanderer 
_and nomad, with no place to lay His head. Like most of my 
kids He was born in poverty and welcomed by outcasts. He 
was no stranger to the hunger and fatigue and mis- 
understanding and rejection of their lives either. Perhaps 
more than any one else, they have the right to be called the 
least of His brethren, and the right too, to His special love 
and mercy: for the wandering lost sheep that He cares 
about so much. 


Look, Christmas is not the time for sad letters about my 
kids—letters that could perhaps diminish your own hap- 
piness. Christmas is a time for joyful thoughts about the 
Son of God who loved us with such an immeasurable, long- 
ing love. We celebrate His birth and childhood and in- 
nocence with the giving of gifts and speaking of our own 
love. We try to make our own love visible. 


Let our celebration be simple and unsophisticated. He 
was just a child ina stable. Let our joy be unhurried and un- 
harried. The angel wished us peace and good will. Let us 
give gifts, also, to Him as the wise men did, and in giving 
gifts to others let us give inHis name and in love, for weare 
all nomads and pilgrims together. 


Thank you for giving that gift of love to my kids. Your 
kids now. Because of you, thousands-of children and 
young people are helped every day. Because of your love, 
thousands are saved from lives of degradation and 


““THOSE WHO understand the Catholic priesthood 
understand the Church,”’ Bishop Berlie said. ‘“The time 
given to the seminary is the most important service one 


can give to the Church. Serrans love the priesthood,’’ he 
added. 


The president of the newly formed club, Benjamin 
Rendon, thanked all the dignitaries for their presence. As 
a sign of the club’s appreciation, he presented plaques to 
Cardinal Baggio, Arroyo, the Serra Club of San Diego 
and Carpenter, who-had worked directly with the Tijuana 
group in the formation process. ; 


Each Tijuana Serran had a club pin placed on their 
jacket lapels by one of the four San Diego Serrans. All 
were encouraged to wear the pins at all times as a sign of 


their commitment to the club’s work. 


MOST OF the club members’ wives were present for 
the ceremony. Arroyo told the women that while they 
need not encourage their husband’s work in the club, they 
should not discourage it. 


humiliation. Because you haven't stopped caring and help- 
ing, we at Covenant House are able to touch these kids 
with your hands, to love them with your love, to share the 
blessings God has given you to share with them. 


Maybe my kids won't know that for a while. Maybe only 
when Jesus draws us all to be with Him and the Father will 
we all know each other and experience that special shock 
of recognition that must be one of the great joys of heaven. 
You're going to meet.a lot of beautiful kids who will know 
your name and know your face and reach out to you with 
joy: And, | hope, you'll meet a couple of innkeepers, who 
mate tragic mistake and said No when they should have 
said Yes. 


| wish you all His peace and His joy, and the certain 
knowledge of His love. Thanks, again, for loving my own 
homeless nomads who, because of you, do have aplace to 
lay their heads. Always pray for us, please, as we never 
Stop praying for you and thanking God for you. 


| want to help make room for a few more homeless 
kids. Enclosed is my gift of: 5 


please print: 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: 
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KP (EXI) 
Please send this coupon with your donation to: 


COVENANT HOUSE 

Father Bruce Ritter , 
P.O. Box 2121 

Times Square Station 

New York, NY 10108 : 


LIFE ON THE STREET IS A DEAD END 
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NC photo by Chris Sheridan 


CONTROVERSIAL ARCHBISHOP — Archbishop John J. 
O’Connor, pictured here at his 1984 installation Mass as 
head of the New York archdiocese, was one of the top 
Catholic newsmakers of the year. He brought Catholic 
issues into the secular world by clashing with the New York 
homosexual community, New York Gov. Mario Cuomo and 
Democratic Vice Presidential candidate Geraldine Ferraro. 


NC photo from UPI 


PULPIT AND POLITICS — The 
relationship of religion and politics 
became a much-debated topic during the 
election year. The Church entered the fray 
several times, most notably as Archbishop 
John J.’ O’Connor of New York and 
Democratic Vice Presidential candidate 
Geraldine Ferraro traded criticisms. 
Bishop Rene Gracida (above) of Corpus 
Christi, Texas, delivered the benediction 
for a session of the Republican National 
Convention in Dallas. 


NC photo 


FOCUS ON FAMINE — Early in the year a Denver 
Post photographer won a Pulitzer Prize for feature 
Photography for his glimpses into drought-ravaged 
Ethiopia. Anthony Suau, the Photographer, captured 
this moment of agony experienced by a child in the 
impoverished area. Suau financed the trip to Ethiopia 
with his own money and then donated his prize 
money to Catholic Relief Services for use in Ethiopia. 


officer. Bishop Leo T. Maher concelebrated a M. 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church in San Ysidro. 


NC photo from UPI 


BITTER RESURGENCE — Anti-Catholicism reared its head 
locally and nationally. Here, Tony Alamo, pictured with his 
wife Susan in this 1978 photo, said he believes the Catholic 
Church is anti-Christ and “the pope is the Antichrist.” In an 
NC News interview he said he agreed with the anti-Catholic 
posters that showed up in more than a dozen U.S. cities 
(including San Diego), but declined to say if he was 
responsible for them. Alamo heads the fundamentalist 
Tony and Susan Alamo Christian Foundation in Alma, Ak. 
Mrs. Alamo died in 1982. 


NC photo from UPI 
LOCAL TRAGEDY — World attention turned to San Ysidro in July when James Oliver Huberty went 
on a killing rampage at a McDonald's restaurant in the border town. He murdered 21 people and 
injured others before police officers gunned him down. Another victim died later in the hospital, 
bringing the murder toll to 22. Here, the body of a child he killed lies beside a San Diego police 


ass of the Resurrection for several of the victims at 


NC photo 
FAMILY FILMS — The return of films about family life was praised by Michael Gallagher, movie reviewer for the United 
States Catholic Conference and NC News. The River, Country and Places in the Heart (above) were some of the films that 
focused on the family unit. Sally Field (above, center) played a young widow Struggling to keep her two children. Writer- 
director Robert Benton based the story on events from his own childhood. 
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CALEXICO — One pastor called the 
Our Lady of Guadalupe celebration in 
the Imperial Valley a ‘‘giant fiesta.’’ The 
week-long round of events ended Dec. 12, 
the feast day of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

A novena — nine days of prayer — 
began Dec. 4 at Our Lady of Guadalupe 
in Calexico. A variety of priests preached 
at the nightly gatherings, including a 
pastor from Mexicali. 


A POLICE-ESCORTED mile-long 
procession of cars, floats and bands made 
its way through Calexico Dec. 9, Msgr. 
-Rudolph Galindo, pastor of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Church, said. The procession 
went from Rockwood Park to Calexico’s 
Catholic church. Mariachi music, singing 
and prayer were part of the procession. 
The church was filled during the Mass 
that followed. 


Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez of 
San Diego arrived in the Valley Dec. 10. 


FOR MARY — Children were part of the 
entrance procession at a Dec. 11 Mass 
offered in honor of Mary at the 
fairgrounds in Imperial. Thousands 
attended the Mass. About 1,000 
children were blessed by Bishop 
Chavez. 


That day, Imperial Valley residents held 
a celebration meant to be similar to the 
San Diego Our Lady of Guadalupe 
festivities of Dec. 9. 


Priests from all 14 Valley parishes 
concelebrated a Mass with the bishop. 
People from all the Catholic churches in 
the Valley attended. 


ABOUT 3,000 people attended a Mass 
at Casa de Manana in Imperial Dec. 11. 
Fourteen food booths were set up and 
proceeds went to one poor family from 
each parish. Every parish in the Imperial 
Valley provided transportation to the 
event, Msgr. Galindo said. Bishop 
Chavez blessed about 1,000 children. 


Celebrations on the feast day (Dec. 12) 
began with children’ singing the 
mananitas as they walked from Our Lady 
of Guadalupe academy to their parish 
church. They were escorted by police and 


led by Msgr. Galindo at 9 a.m. They 


were met there by Bishop Chavez and 
Father Anthony Stanonik, associate 
pastor at Our Lady of Guadalupe. 


Bishop Chavez, Father Stanonik and 
Msgr. Galindo concelebrated a children’s 
liturgy. The bishop delivered the homily. 


HE TOLD the children that most 
accounts of the Dec. 9, 1531, appearance 
of the Blessed Mother to Juan Diego state 
that birds were singing when she 
appeared. He told them of the roses given 
to the Indian peasant by Mary and of the 
colors surrounding her image — which 
remain today on the tilma worn by Juan 
Diego. 


He encouraged the children to invoke 


Mary’s intercession’ and to have 
confidence in her. ‘‘She’ll bring us roses 
every day of our lives,’’ he said. 


THE CLOSING Mass for the week- 
long celebration was offered at 7 p.m. 
Dec. 12. Coro Gudalupano sang at the 
Mass. Main celebrant was _ Bishop 
Chavez. Concelebrants were » Msgr. 
Galindo; Father Stanonik; Father Ken 
Del Priore, associate pastor of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe parish; and Father Bruce 
Orsborn, associate pastor of St. Charles 
Church in Imperial Beach. 


Michael G. Kielty 


M.B.iB.S) (Eondy); FAG: Sitka. C.0/G: KC HS: 


Diplomate of the American Board of 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology 


Scnpps Medical Centre 
9844 Genesee Avenue 
La Jolla, Calif. 92037 


Telephone 
(619) 453-1553 


OPEN HOUSE 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 1985 


MARIAN 
HIGH 
SCHOOL 


1:00 = 4:00 P2ME. 
~ Emphasis on Academic Foundation 


and College Preparatory Courses 


Guided tours will be conducted. 
The Administration and faculty will be 
present to answer questions. 


Placement Exam 
(For ALL incoming students) 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 19th AT 8:15 A.M. 


Examination Fee $25.00 


For further information, please call: 


423-2121 


A Catholic Coeducational Institution 
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Photo by Susan Nowak 
OLG MARCH — Hundreds of children walked in procession Dec. 12 behind 
police escort and Msgr. Rudolph Galindo, pastor of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Church, in Calexico. The children sang mananitas as they walked from Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Academy to the nearby church. Waiting to greet them there 
were Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez and Father Anthony Stanonik, 


associate pastor. 


Photo by Susan Nowak 
GIFTS PRESENTED — Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez accepted offertory 
gifts from some of the students of Our Lady of Guadalupe Academy in 
Calexico at a Mass held to honor the Blessed Virgin Mother. The Dec. 12 Mass 


began with a procession (see photo, this page). 


Bethlehem babe at Descanso 


By Joyce Carr . readings will begin at 


DESCANSO — A statue of the Infant 
Jesus will be carried only a short distance 
in the entrance procession for the 10 p.m. 
solemn Christmas Eve Mass at Our Lady 
of Light Church, Descanso. But the 
16-inch figure has traveled all the way 
from Bethlehem, Jordan, where it was 
manufactured in 1929. 


the crib. 


the parish by Mrs. 


in Milwaukee. 


“It rested in the traditionally accepted 
place where Jesus was born,”’ said Father 
Richard Houck, pastor. ‘‘The statue is 
documented to have been in the center of 
the star set in the cave’s floor in the crypt 
of the Church of the Nativity during a 
Mass said there in 1930,’’ he added. 


THIS CHRISTMAS the statue will be 
carried by Lisa Klingshirn, dressed as the 
Virgin Mary, who will place it in the crib 
in front of the altar. She will be 
accompanied by John Black who will 
represent Joseph. The two will then set 
statues of Mary and Joseph on either side 
of the Infant. 
and Scripture 


Christmas caroling 
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Continuous & dignified service 
to the Catholic community 
since 1946. 


4710 CassSt. 
488-5553 
488-7575 
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Mission Bay Chapel & 
Pacific Beach Mortuary, Inc. 
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following by Father Houck’s blessing of 


The statue of the Infant was donated to 
Henry Horst, 
formerly of Chula Vista, who now resides 
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A Christmas message 


Emmanuel — God is with us. This 
refrain from the Dameans’ modern carol 
speaks about the heart of Christmas. 
Once more we realize our unity with God 
is found in this infant from Bethlehem. 


Where should we look to find God this 
Christmas 1984? 


In Jesus’ day people also looked for 
God, but too often they searched in the 
wrong places. Few chose to seek out 
abandoned stables or the shepherds’ hills. 
Like us, they may have missed finding 
God because of their inflexible 
expectations. 

One place to search is in_life’s 
surprises. Look back over the past year 
for its moments of unexpected joy or 
pain. During such times our asumptions 
about God are challenged and we may 
glimpse the presence, the mystery and the 
guidance of God. 

Surely the shepherds expected a quiet, 
routine evening of watching their sheep. 
Then behold, wonders began to fill the 
night skies! 

What wonders filled your life in 1984? 

The Christmas shepherd stories point 
to God’s special love for the poor. But 
aren’t all of us poor in some way? I speak 
not of material needs but on inner 
limitations. At times we are poor in 
understanding, compassion. or 
forgiveness. 

Or perhaps we hesitate to trust others. 
Evefyone finds some lack in’ inner 
resources at times. Yet this may be the 
very place where we need God the most 
and where He is very alive in our lives. If 
we admit to our inner poverty and ask 
God to help us grow, His spirit of love can 
fill our lives. 

How.1s God reaching out to you in this 
area? 

Christmas is a time for celebration, and 
indeed we should enter fully into the spirit 
of Christmas. 


Merry Christmas to all the readers of 
this column and a special thank you to the 
many who have written to me in 1984, 


Your comments are always welcomed. Please 
address to: Charlie Martin, 1218 S. 
Rotherwood Ave., Evansville, Ind. 47714. 


Emmanuel 


Emmanuel, your name brings us life 
Emmanuel, your birth a dawning 
light 

Sent to us a servant 

Who listens to our call 

Emmanuel, God is with us. 


Emmanuel, your name brings us 
peace 
Emmanuel, you are one within our 


reach 

Your life guides our way, 
Your love begins each day 
Emmanuel, God is with us. 


Emmanuel, a long-awaited name 
Emmanuel, life is not the same 
A new age has dawned, 

Your dreams will lead us on 
Emmanuel, God is with us now. 


Emmanuel, God is with us 
Emmanuel 


Written by Buddy Ceasar 

Sung by the Dameans 

Copyright (1979) Damean Music, 
All rights reserved 


Christmas ‘quirky’ 
time for runaways . 


By Tracy Early 

NEW YORK (NC) — Christmas is a 
‘“‘quirky”’ and ‘‘messed-up”’ time for the 
youngsters Franciscan Father Bruce 
Ritter serves at Covenant House. 

‘Being children, they are caught up in 
the commercial hype and_ the 
expectations,’ he said in an interview. 
‘But a lot of them are also caught by 
memories of Christmas in their early 
years when they were cared for. 

“WE TRY to build on what. good 
memories the kids have,’’ he said. ‘‘We 
celebrate with all the appropriate 
activities — parties, a Christmas tree the 
kids decorate and so on.”’ 


Father Ritter was speaking of his 
‘‘kids,’’ youngsters under the age of 21 
who have run away from home or been 
thrown out or wound up with no place to 
go. 

When they go to Covenant House they 
are taken in without question. ‘‘We never 
turn a kid away,’” Father Ritter declared. 

BUT WHEN Christmas comes and the 


rf Photo by Veronica Gar 
COMPUTER LAB — First grade students at St. Vincent de Paul School in San Diego 
work on a number skills program in the school’s computer center while their 
instructor, Rosemary Watson, observes. The school’s computer facility opened in 
November and is used by all the school’s students. Classes for school parents are 
also held in the center during the evening. 


young people try to recapture some 
feeling of happiness they nostalgically 
recall from the past, he said, they get 
themselves into a ‘‘quirky’’ and ‘‘messed- 
up’’ set of emotions. ‘‘The effort to 
recapture the happiness of the past,’’ he 
said, ‘‘reminds them that now they have 
no parents, no neighborhood, no school 
and no future.”’ 


The Life of Christ 


— A Series for Children 


Choosing the twelve disciples |. 


By Pat Wilson 


After His baptism, Jesus started to do the work of God His Father full time. 
He gathered twelve friends around Him to help with the preaching. These men 
were known as disciples. They went about together teaching the people. Their 
message was, ‘“The time has come. The Kingdom of God has arrived.’’ 


People flocked to Jesus for two reasons. They wanted to hear His message, and 
they wanted to see the wonderful works that He did. Jesus had great powers of 
healing. He helped the blind see, the deaf hear and the crippled walk. He healed 
those who were sick both in mind and body. 


One evening after preaching and healing all day, Jesus was very tired. ‘‘Let us 
go by boat across the Lake of Galilee and rest on the other shore,’’ Jesus said to, 
His disciples. “‘We need to spend some quiet time away from this multitude.’’ 


As the sun began to set and the boat moved slowly across the lake, Jesus fell 
asleep. Suddenly, a strong wind came down from the hills and whipped up the 
waves. The water became rougher and rougher. It soon began to rise higher and is 
higher in the boat. 


The disciples were frightened but still Jesus slept quietly in the front of the 
boat. Finally Simon, the disciple who usually acted as leader, decided it was time 
to wake Jesus from His sleep. 


““Master, we are sinking,’’ he shouted. ‘‘Save us.”’ 


Jesus stood tall in the boat. The wind shrieked around Him. His hair and bee 
clothes were blowing in the wind. ‘‘Be still.’” He commanded the storm. Just as 
suddenly as the wind had arrived, it left. Once more the lake waters were gently 
lapping the sides of the boat, and the winds that had been screaming and howling 
but a minute before were now whisper soft. 


The disciples watched in amazement. They asked each other, ‘‘Who is this is 
man? Even the wind and sea obey Him.’ 
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Sunday Mass, a Catholic 
Liturgy for Television 
Dec. 23, 7 a.m. 
Channel 39 
Bishop Leo T. Maher 
Christmas Mass 


: Celebrant 
ee 
.) Christmas party of Stella Maris no. 183, Young Ladies 
Institute, Dec. 20, at the home of the president. Reservations: 
433-5373, 

Serra Christmas party, Dec. 20, 6:30 p.m., Miramar 
Officers’ Club. Cost: $13.75. Reservations: 465-8728. 

Annual Christmas party of Knights of Columbus Council 
7792, Dec. 22, 8 p.m.-midnight, St. Therese social center. 
Dinner and dance cost is $7.50; under 12, $4. Reservations: 
466-8093 or 582-7030. 

Candlelight Christmas meditation, Dec. 22-23, 7:30 p.m., 
Mission Basilica of San Diego de Alcala. Featuring the Mission 
Choir, director Gene Regard, Organist Valantina Fillinger with 
the ‘‘Classical Brass.’’? More: 278-0021. 

Advent Christmas music series, St. Brigid’s Church, Pacific 
Beach, Dec. 23, 4 p.m. Hanging of the Greens by St. Brigid’s 
handbell choir and youth choir. Free. 

Lesson and carols, an Advent concert, Mary, Star of the Sea 
Church, La Jolla, Dec. 23, 3 p.m. Featuring Mary Star Choir 
and Soloists. Info: 466-9437. 

Celebrating Jesus’ birthday, special liturgy and fiesta, Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Church, Calexico, Dec. 23, 10:30 a.m. 
Sponsored by diocesan Services for Disabled People. More: 
260-1019. 

New Year’s Eve dance/dinner, Blessed Sacrament parish 
hall, 8 p.m-midnight. Hot roast beef dinner/no host bar. 

“Sponsored by Blessed Sacrament Knights of Columbus. 

Reservations due by Dec. 26. Call: 286-2276. 

Peace vigil for the New Year, Dec. 30, 8 p.m.-midnight, by 
Spiritual Ministry for Adults. Free. Call: 279-9380. 

New Year’s Eve celebration and Charismatic Mass, Holy 
Family Church, Linda Vista, Dec. 31. Social hour at 7 p-m.; 
Mass at 9:30 p.m. Celebrant: Father Edward Kaicher. Details: 
459-3255. 

DeColores dance, Dec. 31, 8 p.m.-2 a.m., St. Anthony 
parish hall, National City. Donation: $5. Proceeds to La Quinta 
de Guadalupe. 

Meditation in depth, an hour of prayer led by Sister Patrica 
Hanson, La Providencia House of Prayer, 6913 Mewall Drive, 
Wednesdays (Jan. 2,9,16), 10-11 a.m. More: 698-6775. 

mente ar 


CONCERTS UNLIMITED presents 
musicians for every occasion. 
755-6952 TF 


| “WHDEPENDENT ELECTRICIAN, problem 
diagnoses, 120/240 volt installation. 
| Custom wiring and lighting. Low 
} prices. No job too small. Day or night 


MARY ADAMS 


Singer - Irish Harpist 


LA HACIENDA 


Mission Valley Inn 
875 Hotel Circle South 


Sunday and Monday 5:30-9:30 p.m. 
Reservations suggested: 298-8281 


Faith and Light gathering, Jan. 3, St. Rose of Lima 
conference room, Chula Vista. Sponsored by Diocesan Services 
for Disabled People. More: 260-1019. 

First Saturday Mass, in honor of Our Lady of Fatima, Jan. 
5, 7:45 a.m., St. Mary Magdalene Church. Rosary and Fatima 
prayers follow. Info: 276-3693. 

Catholic deaf community Mass and social, Jan. 6, 10 a.m. 
St. Mary Magdalene Church. Sponsored by Diocesan Services 
for Disabled People. Details: 260-1019. 

Basic Catechist course, Our Lady of the Rosary parish, 
begins Jan. 7, 6:30-9:30 p.m. A 48-hour course for beginning 
catechists. Cost: $40. Sponsored by the Diocesan Religious 
Education Office. More: 234-4820. if 

Faith and Light core group meeting, Jan. 7, 7 p.m., Santa 
Sophia Church, Spring Valley. Sponsored by Diocesan Services 
for Disabled People. Call: 260-1019. 

Monday Makarios (blessings) Eve. Jan. 7, 7:30-9:30 p.m., 
La Providencia House of Prayer. For all members. Details: 
698-6775. 

Bible classes with Augustinian Father Jerry Bevilacqua 
resume Jan. 7, 7:30 p.m., St. Patrick Church, Notth Park. Class 
meets each Monday. Sponsored by Fountain Ministries. More: 
281-5870. 

Mass Appeal, at Lawrence Welk’s, Jan. 8, by St. Patrick’s 
Seniors. Cost: $28 (includes buffet and matinee. Info: 282-7109 
or 232-0708. 

Youth Ministry training course, ‘‘Vision of Youth 
Ministry,’’ Jan. 8, 7-10 p.m., Diocesan Conference Room, 
(USD campus). For youth minister candidates, high school 
coordinators and adults working with youth. Cost: $5. 
Sponsored by the Diocesan Youth Ministries Office. More: 
574-6303. . 

New Testament a diploma program course, 10 sessions 
beginning Jan. 8, 6:30-9:30 p.m., USD. Instructor: Sister Irene 
Cullen. Fee: $70. Sponsored by Diocesan Religious Education 
Office. Details: 574-6311. 

Mass and healing service, Jan. 8, 7:30 p.m., Mary Star of 
the Sea Church, La Jolla. Celebrant: Augustinian Father Jerry 
Bevilacqua. Call: 284-2674. 

“The Pilgrim Church: Today, Tomorrow, Yesterday,”’ a 
diploma program course, 10 sessions beginning Jan. 9, 
6:30-9:30, USD. Instructor: Sister Agnes Murphy. Fee: $70. 
Sponsored by Diocesan Religious Education Office. Info: 
574-6311. 

Knights of Columbus 7792, general business meeting, Jan. 
10, 7 p.m., St. Therese Church hall. Group meets second 
Thursday of each month. More: 466-8093. 

New Testament, a diploma program course, five Saturdays 
beginning Jan. 12, St. Mary parish, El Centro. Instructor: 
Sister Ellen Monsees. Fee: $70. Sponsored by Diocesan 
Religious Education Office. Registration info: 574-6334. 

Fifties dance, Jan. 12, 8 p.m., Anderson’s Pea Soup 
Restaurant, Carlsbad. Cost: $5. Sponsored by St. John’s Holy 
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Thank you St. Jude for answering my 
prayers. C.B.M. 12/13, 20 


Novena to St. Jude 

St. Jude, apostle and martyr, great in 
virtue, rich in miracles, kinsman of 
Christ, intercessor of all who invoke 


Worldwide Performing Arts presents 


“‘Children’s play appeals to adults, 
youngsters ... 
—Sunday Pantagraph, Bloomington, III. 

Fridays & Saturdays 7:30 pm; Sundays 2:30 pm through January 13 


OLD TOWN OPERA HOUSE 


~ General - $7, seniors & children under 15 - $6, 
groups 20 & up - $5 each 


Cost: $1.50 per 33-character line, $6.00 minimum per issue. Print or 
type your ad with name, address and phone number and send it to: 
Southern Cross Want Ads, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138, or 
phone (619) 574-6393. Ad deadline is noon Friday. 


| —7 days. 222-1904. Call Robert. TF 


| WALLPAPER HANGING, PAINTING, 


DRAPERIES: High quality, low prices. 
Also fine selection of wall coverings 


ALL BREED DOG GROOMING and 
boarding. Bath and Flea Dip for any 
dog $5 ($6 over 50 Ibs.) while you 
wait. A DOG’S WORLD, 2324-1/2 
30th St., San Diego, 280-4880; 2869 


and draperies. References. Call Ridgeway Dr., National City, 
Myles, 569-1527. TF 267-2577. TF 
ARMSTRONG CATERING SERVICE QUALITY HOUSEPAINTING 
| Wedding receptions and lunch and EXTERIOR & INTERIOR 
_ dinner parties. 284-8405. TF References & insured 
: : For a free estimate call 
ERICK 226-6275 TF 
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‘CREEN & DOOR SHOP ON WHEELS. 
Nill travel to your home or hotel. 
Custom made to any size. Screens, 
doors and solar screens. Fiberglass. 
Insulation and repairs. 24 hrs., 7 
days a week. Call 280-7360. 1a 


LYONS carpet & upholstery cleaning. 
Churches, schools and residential. 
Licensed and insured. Call: 422-8702 
for free estimate. TF 
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your name in time of need, | pray to 
you, to use your great- God-given 
Power to aid me in my urgent 
petition. In return, | promise to make 
your name known. Say 3 Our Fathers, 
3 Hail Marys, and 3  Glorias. 
Publication must be promised. Novena 
has never been known to fail. My 
request was granted. J.C. 

11/22, 29, 12/6, 13, 20 


PAINTER: semi retired. Will do your 
painting very reasonable. Interior or 
exterior. Bud’s painting - 
281-4996. 12/6, 13, 20 


od 
ST. JUDE: O Holy St. Jude, near 
kinsman of our lord Jesus Christ, 
thank you for giving your attention to 
my special problem. Please continue 
to do so until my problem is solved, 
but not my will, but God’s be done. | 
will make your name known and cause 
you to be invoked. Say 3 Our Fathers, 
3 Hail Marys, 3 Glorias. This novena 
has never been known to fail. 
Publication must be promised. 
R.0. 12/20 


HOME HEALTH CARE: Professional & 
experienced. Male registered nurse 
seeks full time client. References. 
Contact Kevin, RN, — BSN, 
475-9164. 12/20 


Around the Diocese 
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Name Society. Details: 753-3321. 

Pro-life action, Jan. 12, 7:45 a.m., Mass at St. Therese 
Church. Carpool to abortion clinic for Rosary march 
afterwards. Sponsored by Knights of Columbus 7792. More: 
287-4408. ; 

Faith and Light core group meeting, Jan. 14, Santa Sophia 
Church, Spring Valley. Sponsored by Diocesan Services for 
Disabled People. Info: 260-1019. 

Women’s group, led By Sister Patricia Heaney, La 
Providencia House of Prayer. Two sessions: Mon. morning 
10-noon, Jan 14-March 4; or Mon. Evenings 7-9 p.m., Jan 
14-March 4. Cost: $56 (Scholarships available). Reservations: 
698-6775 or 464-6463. 

Youth Ministry training course, ‘‘Focus of Youth 
Ministry,’” Jan. 15, 7-10 p.m., Diocesan Conference Room 
(USD campus). Fee: $5. Sponsored by Diocesan Youth 
Ministries Office. Info: 574-6303. 

Las Vegas, Hoover Dam and city tour, a bus trip by St. 
Patrick’s Seniors, Jan. 15-17. Twin $67; Single $92. More: 
282-7109 or 232-0708. 

Liebeslieder Waltzer, by Brahms, performed by Mary Star 
Stellar Consort with Ballet Society, San Diego City College 
Theater, Jan. 18-20. Performance times: Fri. and Sat. 7:30 
p.m.; Sun. 2:30 p.m. Info: 466-9437. 

Curso de Catequesis II de California, continuation of the 
basic catechist course, four sessions beginning Jan. 19, 9:30 
a.m.-4:30 p.m., Our Lady of the Sacred Heart parish. 
Instructor: Sister Guadalupe Gonzalez. Fee: $16. Sponsored by 
Diocesan Spanish Religious Education’ Office. Details: 
574-6314. 

Professional women’s workshop, Jan. 19, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 
p.m., La Providencia House of Prayer. More: 698-6775. 

Mass and healing service, Jan. 22, 7:30 p.m., Our Lady of 
the Sacred Heart Church. Celebrant: Augustinian Father Jerry 
Bevilacqua. Sponsored by Fountain Ministries. Info: 284-2674. 

Youth Ministry training course: ‘‘Scripture I, Jesus as the 
Word and Scripture II,’’ Jan. 22 and 29, Diocesan Conference 
Room, 7-10 p.m. Fee: $5. sponsored by the Diocesan Youth 
Ministries Office. More: 574-6303. : 

Basic Catechist course, Our Lady of Light parish, Descanso, 
begins Jan. 23, 7-9 p.m. A 48-hour course for beginning 
catechists. Cost: $40. Sponsored by the Diocesan Religious 
Education Office. Details: 560-2514. : 

Spirituality of the Beatitudes, a 10-part video program by 
Capuchin Father Michael Crosby integrating prayer and 
ministry, at La Providencia House of Prayer, Wednesdays, Jan. 
23-May 15, 7-9:30 p.m. More: 698-6775. 


Items for this column must be received in writing by noon | 
the Friday before publication on Thursday of the following 
week. We can not accept items via telephone. Mail to: 
Around the Diocese, Southern Cross, P.O. Box 81869, San 
Diego, Calif, 92138. 


YOUR 
CHRISTMAS 
PRESENT 


by Anstide-Christan Charpentier 


it is a truly beautiful play.”’ 


4040 Twiggs St. 


Reservations 298-0082 


How much is that doggie in the 
window? Purebred female cocker - 
$100. Male poodle mix - $1 to good 
home. Just in time for Christmas. 
Good disposition. Ask for Barbara 
574-6393 or 287-1960 after 4 
p.m. 12/13, 20 


COUNSELING: Individual, Marital & 
group counseling; Psychological 
services. MFCC Intern No. 1R004061. 
Marilyn Marshall, MA 
283-3321 12/20, 1/10, 17 


Thank you St. Jude for special favors 


granted. B.A.S. 12/20 . 

Visit the Serra Missions w/us! Church 

group touring Cal Missions. Must 

reserve seats in advance!! CHARTER 

COORDINATORS (619) 
Thank you St. Jude for favors 991.757). 12/13, 20, 1/10, 17 
received C.F. 12/20 

Telephone Jacks installed with this ad 
Thank you St. Jude for favors - $30. Repair & installation of tel. & 
received. | shall continue to pray to equip. 30. yrs. exp. St. M. 
you. DMF 12/20,1/10 Magdalene. Some sets available. 

276-4777. 12/13, 1/10, 2/7, TFN 


Obispo 
Maher 


Navidad, 1984 


En Navidad celebramos el nacimiento de Jestis. El 
nombre ‘‘Jestis’’ significa ‘‘redentor.’’ En nuestros 
tiempos seguramente se puede ver la necesidad de un 
redentor. Nuestra jornada por la vida debe ser una 
superacion del placer egoista en el que todo se quiere. 
Tantas cosas en la vida nos engafian a creer que seremos 
felices si obtenemos lo que queremos. Esta mentalidad 
nos lleva a caminar en circulos, circulos viciosos que 
terminan en frustraciones, ansiedades, resentimientos. 


Jesucristo viene a ensefiarnos cémo dar en lugar de 
recibir. Cémo amar, cémo estar conscientes de las 
necesidades y los sentimientos de los demas. Navidad 
significa que Jesucristo viene a estar con nosotros en 


nuestra jornada de amor, guidndonos cuiddndonos y- 


animandonos, ensenhdndonos a amar como El amo. 


éNo es extrafo.y maravilloso el que seamos nosotros 
quienes recibimos los dones, en lugar del que ha nacido? 
Pero esta es la Navidad. Cristo ha nacido, y: por esto, 
nosotros recibimos la gracia de la vida eterna, una vida 
que no comienza en el momento de la muerte sino desde 
ahora. Cada uno de nosotros ya estamos en el proceso de 
la vida eterna, exactamente a la medida que creemos en 
Cristo, esperamos en El y lo amamos. Esto debe ser mds 
que suficiente para que sea una feliz Navidad para todos. 
Cristo nos trae la paz. Esta paz viene porque es 
esencialmente cristiana, ya que la persona se descubre a sf 
misma al-descubrir a Dios en Cristo, y a Cristo en sf 
misma. Se nos ha dado la tarea de colaborar con Dios en 
la creaci6n de nuestra propia vida, identidad y destino. Se 
nos ha llamado a compartir con Dios el trabajo de crear 
nuestra auténtica identidad. Debemos deshacernos de 
todas las falsedades y lo que traen consigo — divisidn, 
odio, temor, violencia, materialismo. Debemos hacer esto 
en unidad y solidaridad con los demas pueblos. 


En Cristo somos guiados a la maxima forma de auto- 
realizacién. En Jestis, la persona se despoja de lo falso y 
descubre su realidad. Se sana la divisidn cuando la 
verdadera persona se une a lo mds profundo de nuestro 
ser y reina la paz. Entonces se recobra el verdadero 
significado de la vida y hay nueva motivacién para 
alcanzar los ideales auténticos en la vida. Con esta actitud 
y con esta visidn, ya no seremos victimas de la 
despersonalizacién de la sociedad moderna, de las miles 
de distracciones, ilusiones y tentaciones que se nos 
ofrecen por todos lados. Ya no nos haremos pedazos. 


En la venida de Jesucristo podemos encontrar la paz 
interior pues encontraremos la simplificacién de nuestra 
vida, una liberacidn de aquellas cosas que se acumulan en 
nuestra mente. Empezamos a apreciar a nuestro prdéjimo 
en un nivel mas profundo. Esta manera de pensar es 
saludable y positiva y nos permite conocernos y 
descubrirnos, y asi descubrir a los demas en nosotros 
mismos. Cuando aceptamos a otros de esta manera y 
empezamos a apreciarlos de nuevo, nos damos cuenta de 
que estan creados a la imagen de Dios. 


Con el nacimiento de Jesucristo nace una esperanza de 
grandeza en el pueblo, y ningun pueblo puede vivir sin 
una visién de grandeza. Jesucristo nos revela una vida 
nueva. La tumba no sera el fin de nuestra historia sino 
sdlo un capitulo. El final vendra cuando la tumba se 
convierta en un vientre prefiado de una nueva y mejor 
vida; una vida donde ya no habra ldgrimas, dolor, 
separaciones — lo que nosotros llamamos felicidad. 


Nuestro deseo mas tenaz es el de ser felices, y todos lo 
buscamos desde la alborada hasta el creptsculo, afio tras 
afio. Esta felicidad se encuentra en el nacimiento de 
Jesucristo, pues en El florece un amor que perdurara. Es 
un amor divino. Es para siempre. Una vez que sentimos 
esta felicidad, esta nos lleva a la unidad y la paz interior. 
Entonces podremos traer esa felicidad,.esa paz y esa 
unidad a los demas y al mundo que nos rodea. La gran 
esperanza de paz entre los pueblos necesita todas-las 
energias por la paz presentes en el corazon de cada 
persona, colocadas alli por el Principe de la Paz. 


Les deseo esa paz y felicidad que les permite cantar las 
melodias de los angeles, tales como la tierra jamas ha ofdo 
— melodias que enriquezcan el triunfo en el que el Dios 
Eterno celebré las victorias de su amor sin limites. 
“‘Gloria a Dios en las alturas y paz en la tierra a los 
hombres de buena voluntad.’’ Como las estrellas en el 
firmamento nos alumbran la noche, asf nosotros con el 
Nifio Dios podremos tener una vislumbre de lo que es el 
cielo. Necesitamos al Nifio Dios para vislumbrar el amor 
sin limites que Dios tiene para con nosotros. 

Cordialmente en el amor 
del Nino Jesus 


Leo T. Maher, 
Obispo de San Diego 


foto por NC 


PESEBRE VUELVE — El nacimiento en Hodgson Park en Pawtucket, Rhode Island, volvié este afo después de la decisién de 
la Corte Suprema que el pesebre, patrocinado por la ciudad, no es violacién de la separaci6n entre la Iglesia y el estado. La 
disputa de Pawtucket fue discutida en las cortes por cuatro afios. 


Sacerdote Fernando Cardenal de 
Nicaragua fue expulsado de los Jesuitas 


ROMA (NC) — El Padre Fernando Cardenal, 
Ministro de Educacién de Nicaragua, fue expulsado de la 
Sociedad de Jestis, cinco meses después que funcionarios 
de la orden de los jesuitas afirmaron que su cargo en el 
gobierno influido por los marxistas era ‘‘incompatible con 
su situacion de jesuita’’. 


La oficina de los jesuitas en Roma anunci6 la expulsién 
el 10 de diciembre. La determinacién fue asumida 


después que el Vaticano y los obispos nicaragiienses 


presionaran para que el Padre Cardenal, y otros tres 
sacerdotes nicaragtienses, dejaran sus puestos en el 
gobierno. 


EL PADRE Johannes Gerhartz, Secretario General de 
los Jesuitas, dijo, en una entrevista distinta, que la 
determinacién fue comunicada al Padre Cardenal el 4 de 
diciembre. La determinacidn fue tomada después que el 
Vaticano puso en claro que no hard ninguna excepcién 
con Nicaragua por la prohibicién canénica para que 
sacerdotes mantengan puestos gubernamentales, dijo. 


El Padre Cardenal dijo luego que su conciencia evité 
que renunciara como Ministro de Educacién de 
Nicaragua. 


Sinceramente considero, ante Dios, que cometeria un 
grave pecado si abandono, en las actuales circunstancias, 
mi opcidn sacerdotal por los pobres, dijo en una 
declaracién de 19 paginas, emitida el 10 de diciembre en 
Managua, la capital de Nicaragua. 


EL PADRE Cardenal dijo que esta opcién toma su 
forma concreta en Nicaragua en la Revolucién Popular 
Sandinista. 


No concibo un Dios que pueda pedirme que abandone 
mi compromiso con los pobres, dijo. 


El Padre Cardenal también equiparé la posicidn del 
Vaticano hacia Nicaragua con las politicas de la 
administracién Reagan. 


SAN DIEGO — La Misién de Evangelizacidn Catélica 
tendra un programa de ‘‘La Epifania’’ el 6 de enero de 9 
a.m. hasta 5 p.m. en el auditorio del Al Bahr Temple en 
Kearny Mesa. Cantos y Alabanzas, oracién, 


proclamacién del Mensaje, y celebracién Eucaristica son 
parte del programa. Ademas los Equipos de Carisma en 
Misiones estarén presentes. Para mds informacidn, 
llamen al 267-2638. 


Resumen de Noticias 


WASHINGTON (NC) — El mundo de hoy ha 
perdido su ‘‘sentido del pecado”’ y ‘‘el sacramento de la 
penitencia esta en crisis’, dijo el Papa Juan Pablo II en 
un importante nuevo documento emitido el 11 de 
diciembre. 


En el documento, de 143 paginas, ‘‘Reconciliacién y 
Penitencia”’ el Papa también previene contra las ideas del 
“‘pecado social’? que podrfan reducir la libertad y la 
responsabilidad personal. 


EL DOCUMENT O fue emitido simultaneamente en 
el Vaticano y en Washington por la Conferencia Nacional 
de Obispos Catdlicos. 


El Papa reafirmé la ensefianza de la Iglesia sobre la 
existencia y naturaleza de los pecados mortal y venial, y 
dijo que eran ‘‘un elemento escencial de la fe’? que Cristo 
instituy6 el sacramento de la penitencia como un medio 
ordinario de perdén de los pecados después del bautismo. 


Seria “‘tonto”’ y ‘‘presuntuoso”’, dijo el Papa ‘‘afirmar 
YP , 

que se ha recibido perddén sin el sacramento’’ de la 

penitencia. 


WASHINGTON (NC) — EI cuarto aniversario del 
asesinato, en diciembre de 1980, de cuatro religiosas 
norteamericanas en El Salvador, fue conmemorado en los 
Estados Unidos con protestas, misas especiales y 
comentarios de prominentes dirigentes catdlicos. 


La trabajadora laica Jean Donovan, la hermana 
Ursulina Dorothy Kazel, y las hermanas de Maryknoll Ita 
Ford y Maura Clarke, fueron asesinadas mientras 
trabajaban como misioneras con campesinos 
salvadorefos. Cinco Guardias Nacionales fueron 
sentenciados en junio a 30 afios en prisidn por los 
asesinatos. 


EL ARZOBISPO de Washington, James Hickey, el 3 
de diciembre, pidid una moratoria en la deportacién de 
refugiados salvadorefios. En una misa conmemorando los 
asesinatos, dijo que la presencia de un grupo grande de 
refugiados de El Salvador en la capital de la nacién ‘‘es 
otro signo del horrible costo humano’’ de la guerra. 


““Creemos que mientras la violencia y la guerra acosen 
a El Salvador, los refugiados no deberfan ser obligados a 
regresar a su pais. Pedimos que se establezca una 
moratoria en las deportaciones hacia El Salvador, por lo 
menos hasta el momento en que se pueda asegurar su 
seguridad’’. g 


December 20, 1984, Southern Cross — 15 


} 


& 


- 


& 


¥¢ 


g 


¢ 


Year-long study finds 
of violence on music 


CHAMPAIGN, Ill. — A one-year monitoring project 
covering more than 900 rock.music videos studied by the 
National Coalition on Television Violence reports finding 
high levels of violence, especially senseless violence and 
violence between men and women, on music video 
channels. 


Both MTV and WTBS, the nation’s two largest music 
video TV channels averaged 17.9 instances of violence 
per hour in November 1984 monitoring. 


THE STUDY reports that 46 percent of all music 
videos contained violent action or suggestions of violence. 
Almost half of these violent videos (22 percent) contained 
«Violence between men and women. Thirteen percent of 
violent videos contained sadistic violence, where the 
attacker actually took pleasure out of committing the 
violence. 


NCTV ranked 103 rock groups with three or more 
videos covered in the project. The Irish-rock group U-2 
was named as having the most non-violent and pro-social 
music videos. John Lennon and his sons, Sean and 
Julian, Paul McCartney, the Romantics, Donna 
Summers and Missing Persons were also praised for 
producing pro-social music videos. 


Heavy metal rock groups and Michael and Jermaine 
Jackson were reported as having the most violent music 
videos. Acts who produced a ‘‘very high’’ level of 
viglence, according to NCTV, were Ronnie Dio, Twisted 
Sister, Motley Crue, ABC, Berlin, Def Leppard, 
Dokken, Golden Earring, Ratt, Billy Idol, KISS, Duran 
Duran, Scorpions, Iron Maiden, Stray Cats and Quiet 
Riot. 


NCTV REPORTED finding a strong association 
between the appearance of metal-spiked and studded 
. leather, and torn clothing and the use of violence in 
* videos. Heavy metal is a type of rock music dominated by 
simple lyrics and chord progressions and an emphasis on 
the bass guitar and drums. Heavy metal strongly 
dominated the high violence category. 


Warner Communications, owner of MTV, and CBS 
led all other record companies in the production and 
distribution of violent music videos through their 
numerous record divisions. 


‘The intense sadistic and sexual violence of a large 
number of rock videos is overwhelming,’’ said Dr. 
Thomas Radecki, director of NCTV’s. research and 
psychiatrist at the University of Illinois School of 
Medicine. ‘‘It is only suprassed by Hollywood’s glut of 
revenge, and slash and rape movies. It is really shocking 
to see this subculture of hatred and violence becoming a 
fast growing element of rock music entertainment for the 
young.” 


NCTV REPORTS that the first research study on 
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with 


PLEASE PRINT 


high levels 
video channels 


violent music videos, by Dr. Susan S. Reilly of the 
University of Miami, Oxford, Ohio, has found music 
video violence to have a desensitizing effect on normal 
college students. According to Radecki, ‘‘The first study 
on the harmful effects of violent music videos only 
confirms the suspicions of the panel of leading TV and 
movie violence researchers we gathered in February at 
our conference in Toronto with the ‘International 
Coalition Against Violent Entertainment.’ The violence 
depicted in certain rock music videos and depicted in 
teenage rock fan magazines is simply overwhelming.”’ 


“A survey by Newsweek (Feb. 6) reported that 50 
percent of music video veiwers replay the videos in their 
minds when hearing the music on later occasions. This 
constant rehearsal of violent lyrics and still more violent 
visual images is sure to increase the tendency toward 
anger and violence in the normal viewer,’’? Radecki 


added. 


NCTV reports that 24-hour music video channels are 
being set up in Canada, England, Europe and other parts 
of the world. Industry réports estimate there will be as 
many as 100 local music video channels in the United 
States by 1986. 


FORTY-EIGHT percent of videos contained no 
violence and an additional 6 percent were actually pro- 
social or used violence in an educational manner. 
Examples of pro-social videos were Ebony and Ivory by 
Paul McCartney and Stevie Wonder — singing about 
racial harmony, and It’s All Right by Sean Lennon, 
singing of sorrow and forgiveness. 


Examples of using violence in an educational manner 
included New Year’s Day about the tragedy of war, and 
Pride, about the work of Martin Luther King (with some 
apparent references to his Christ-like qualities), both by 
U-2. 

Also included were The War Song by Culture Club, 
about the disaster and foolishness of war, and Pipes of 
Peace by Paul McCartney, about an actual incident in 
World War I. , 


EXAMPLES OF recent violent music videos included 
Dynamite by Jermaine Jackson, in which Jermaine and 
other men break out of a prison only to be chased down by 
sadistic women jailers; J Can’t Drive 55 by Sammy Hagar 
where Sammy fights police when arrested for speeding 
and Sammy and his band brawl with police and judge in 
the courtroom; Looks that Kill by Motley Crue with 
women in cages kept by the Crue and freed by a laser- 
shooting woman, ‘‘She’s razor sharp...she’ll slash you 
apart. 

I Wanna Rock by Twisted Sister has a teacher trying to 
blow up Twisted Sister; Were Not Going to Take It has the 
same teacher-father hollering at his son who joins Twisted 
Sister at repeatedly slamming the door on the father. He 
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ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SUPPORTERS 


Please make your tax-deductible check payment to: 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CENTER Your check is your receipt. 
O) Please send monthly envelopes 
0 Please send a few envelopes 
O Send information on volunteer program 


O) Send information on gifts of stocks, bonds; 
art works, real estate, and bequests in wills. 


REMEMBER TO CALL & WE’LL PICK UP YOUR USABLE DISCARDS | 


Monday thru Saturday 8 AM to 4 PM 


NC photo 
SMALL SCOOP — Four-year-old Mat Morrel assists his 
stepfather Jim Dutton.with moving more snow than the 
boy had ever seen after a major storm hit the Denver 
area. 


gets blasted out of the window by Twisted Sister music. 


“The intense violence of the heavy metal music and 
image stands out in marked contrast with the relative 
non-violence of early rock and roll,’’ Dr. Radecki said. 
““Motley Crue expresses an open hatred of 
women...Groups like Iron Maiden, Ozzy Osborne and 
the Scorpions sell an image of sadism and evil. I am sure 
these groups are only trying to have fun; not sell a 
worship of violence for violence sake. However, that is 
exactly Wes is being done by Ce heroes of the younger 
generation.’ 


‘‘MICHAEL JACKSON is a~concerned individual 


- who makes large donations to charity and is active in his 


church. However, his music and videos depict a world of 
intense hatred between the sexes where sadistic combat is 
commonplace,’’ Dr. Radecki said. 


‘The violent images of many heavy metal groups are 
still worse. They portray a worship of violence that I find 
affecting a number of young people in my psychiatric 
practice,’’ Dr. Radecki added. 


NCTV DESCRIBES the situation with rock music 
violence as ‘‘very serious.”’ It calls for legislation to 
require counter-advertising commercials to warn young 
people about the proven dangers of entertaining 
themselves with fantasies of violence. 


ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CENTER 
1550 Market St., San Diego, CA 92101 


(619) 233-7495 


North County Only 800-554-5600 
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